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Cuban Business Reflects Dullness; 
Brisk Sugar Sales Reduce Stocks 


Some branches of Cuban business in October 1956 were in a slight 
seasonal slump, but others continued to reflect the strong consumer 
demand which prevailed during most of the year. 

Cuban sugar sales on the foreign market were brisk and clearly 
validated previous estimates that the carryover at the end of 1956 will 


be less than half of that existing at the 
end of the preceding year. Further ex- 
pansion of direct investment from the 
United States was refiected in new 
hotel and other construction, more in- 
dustrial diversification, and increased 
exploration in mining and petroleum. 


Indications were that the 1956 sugar 
carryover will not greatly €éxceed 
700,000 Spanish long tons, as compared 
with 1,572,000 Spanish long tons on 
hand as of December 31, 1955. In 
addition, Cuba had already sold to 
_European countries over 400,000 Span- 
ish long tons of the 1957 crop sugar 
at an estimated average price of 3.310 
cents a pound f. o. b. Cuba. Prospects 
were said to be exceptionally good also 
for sales and prices of blackstrap 
molasses. 

As the month closed, renewal of the 
International Sugar Agreement ap- 
peared to be virtually certain. Cuba’s 
preliminary 1957 export quota was fixed 
at 2,415,000 metric tons, as against a 
2.25-million-metric-ton export quota in 
1956. 


U. S. Rice Imported 


Cuban importers were reported to 
have purchased by the end of October 
approximately 78 percent of the U. S. 
low-duty rice quota of 3,298,500 bags of 
100 pounds each. Potato imports in the 
low-duty period, August 1 to October 
31, totaled approximately 400,000 bags 
of 100 pounds each. The Cuban Min- 
ister of Agriculture stated in a press 
release that a joint survey by the 
Ministry and the Plant Quarantine 
Servite of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture found no evidence of the 
Mediterranean fruit fly on the island 
of Cuba or on the Isle of Pines. 


The general strong consumer demand, 
which prevailed for the most of this 
year, was apparently unaffected by 
intermittent political disturbances in 
Cuba in October. Despite increasing 
shortages in structural steel supplies, 
building activity was. at a high level. 
Work began on the $14-million Habana 





Riviera Hotel in the Vedado section of 
Havana and two other major projects 
—another luxury hotel and a eombina- 
tion office building and_ helicopter 
terminal—were scheduled to get under 
way in the near future. Also, work 
on the vehicular tunnel under the 
entrance to Havana harbor progressed 
satisfactorily; the first 2 of 6 concrete 
tubes were completed and ready to be 
lowered into position. , 

The cement plant at Mariel produced 
at full capacity, but no shipments were 
received from abroad in the month, be- 
cause the customs exemption on gray 
cement imports was not reinstated un- 
til late in October. Orders apparently 
were held up in expectation of the ex- 
emption renewal and future imports 
probably will be large. 


New Factories Planned 


Plans are understood to have been 
completed for the establishment of an 
aluminum furniture plant in the Cerro 
suburb of Havana. The new company, 
financed by a joint U. S.-Cuban invest- 
ment of approximately $250,000, ex- 
pects to employ up to 100 workers and 
is scheduled to begin production shortly. 


Plans reportedly were completed for 
the installation of a plant a Santiago 
de Cuba for the production of petro- 
leum derivatives and byproducts. The 
new company, Petroquimica Cuba, 
S. A., is reportedly contemplating the 
construction of an initial unit at a cost 
of $2 million, financed jointly by Cuban 
and American capital. 

Satisfactory progress was evident on 
projects under way for new or increased 
production of such items as copper wire 
and cable, hardboard from bagasse, 
glass, cement, tire and rubber, alumi- 
num, paper, and chemical products. In 
addition, engineering studies were un- 
dertaken in October looking toward the 
production of steel and certain steel 
products and other metals processing. 

No significant change was noted in 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economie 
and business data to details on 
export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own localities 
through the 32 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications, 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 
Albuquerque, N. Mex., 

Office Bidg. 
Atlanta 3, 

Luckie St. NW. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 

Courthouse a; 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, 8S. C., Area 2, Sergeant 

Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St. 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg, 
Chicago 6, Hil., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 

and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, 

Mart, 500 S. Ervay St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Greensboro, N. C., Room 407, U. S. 

Office Bldg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway, 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bidg. 

Miami $2, Fia., 300 NE. First Ave. 
Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


Bldg. 

New iene 12, La., 333 St. Charles Avé 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Court- 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 E. Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bid 

on Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temp 
t 


Room $321, 


Post 


San Francisco ll, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers 

U. 8. Government section of phone book, 








Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 





NOTE: Contents of this publication are not copyrighted and may be reprinted freel 
Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director of the 


FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY 


U. S. Department of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


Annual subscriptions: Domestic, $4.50 ($1.50 additional for foreign mailing); single copy, 10 cents. Make remittances payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents and mail either io your nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Address changes should be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents. 


Bu r 


eau of the Budget, June 20, 1955. 


Loring K. Macy, Director 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


Mention of source will be appreciated. 


Post 
Ga. 604 Volunteer Bidg., 66 


8S. Post Office 


Merchandise 


consult 








Pere 





mena I 








yn 





_= 
ive 


world 
nomic 
ls on 
ns—is 
le to 
alities 
of the 


‘ce. 


busi- 
»s, the 
oreign — 
breast 
States 
urrent 
ent to 
ngton, 
world 


 ffices 

some 
cham- 
isiness 
n fur- 
ations, 
ise by 


nent’s 


|. Post 
dg.. 6 


ice and 


reenas 


it t 
> Bldg. 


vd. 

t Office 
re. 
handise 
use, 


g. 
5. Post 


ldg. 
Bldg. 
ad way. 
politan 
es Avé. 
St. 


Court- 


t. 
1 Bidg. 
Temple 


9 Cus- 
ise and 


consult 
book. 





ctor 
erce 


the 
10U- 











roo BY THE 
ATES OF AMERICA 





Er we eS ee ee ae Se ee eee ee <9, ere 


A 





ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Investment. Demand Strong 





Canadian Economy Keeps Upward Swing 


The Canadian economy kept up its forward pace in the third quar- 
ter of 1956, and a general feeling of confidence prevailed that the cur- 
rent high and expanding levels of economic activity would be main- 


tained into 1957. 


Strong investment demand is expected to remain the major expan- 


sionary force in the economy, although 
jt is the principal contributor to grow- 
ing inflationary pressures, the major 
economic problem at present. 

In November, both Prime Minister 
St. Laurent and the Finance Minister 
Harris called for public restraint in 
spending to ease pressures on existing 
supplies of labor and materials. In 
addition, the Finance Minister and the 
Governor of the Bank of Canada ex- 
plained to the public that, though the 
monetarfauthorities were resisting any 
further increase in the supply of money 
and credit, increaséd interest rates 
were the direct result of money de- 
mand rather than of deliberate action 
on the part of the Bank of Canada 
itself. 

The Bank’s discount,rate was tied 
on November 2 to a fixed margin of 
one-quarter of 1 percent above the 
weekly average tender for Treasury 
bills. Under this policy, it reached a 
new high of 3.78 percent on December 
6 (see Foreign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 
10, 1956, p. 5) 

As long as inflationary pressures are 
clearly in evidence in the economy, 
probably no change in the monetary 
policy will be made, despite growing 
complaints that the tight credit situa- 
tion is hampering the progress of cer- 
tain industries and regions of Canada 
—especially housing, mining, small 
business, the Maritime Provinces, and 
the capital projects of Provincial and 
municipal governments. 


Bond Issue Oversubscribed 


Total commercial loans of the char- 
tered banks have been level for the 
past several months, although . con- 
sumer credit outstanding continued its 
marked rise through the third quarter. 
This development has caused consid- 
erable concern to the Government and 
the Bank of Canada. The Bank, there- 
fore, has sought to control the expan- 
sion of consumer credit by requesting 
chartered banks not to lend finance 
companies more than the peak of their 
borrowings in the 12-month period end- 
ing September 30, 1956. 

New issues of securities by corpora- 
tions and public bodies have been heavy, 
reflecting the continued strong capital 
demand. On November 29, the Depart- 
ment of Finance offered a new C$400- 
million issue of Canadian Government 
short-term bonds at 2%-percent, dated 
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December 15, 1956. The books were 
opened at 9 a.m. and closed 15 min- 
utes ‘later, when the issue was over- 
subscribed. 


Bonds totaling C$250 million and ma- 
turing December 15, 1957, were sold 
by the Government at 98 to yield 4.30 
percent to maturity. ‘The remaining 
C$150 million of the C$400-million is- 
sue will mature June 15, 1957, and 
were sold at 99% yield 4.03 percent to 
maturity. The new issue is to refund 
part of the C$550 million 2%-percent 
Canadian Government bond issue, 
dated June 1, 1954, and maturing De- 
cember 15, 1956. 


Exports Set New Record 

Continued heavy inflows of United 
States and European investment cap- 
ital have helped decrease the exchange 
rate for the U. S. dollar in Canada to 
a 23-year low. On November 28, the 
noon market rate reached 95 21/32, the 
lowest point in history, with the ex- 
ception of November 16, 1933, when 
the rate momentarily dropped to 95%. 

Simultaneously, Canada’s foreign 
trade deficit with the United States 
rose to a new record, to C$1,097 mil- 
lion for the January-October 1956 
period. The deficit on overall trade 
was C$760 million. 

Foreign trade increased in October, 
after a below-average increase in Sep- 
tember. Exports valued at C$4565 
million wereenearly 20 percent over 
those for October 1955 and constituted 
a new monthly record. Imports in- 
creased also, by more than 19 percent, 
to an estimated C$545.6 million—close 
to the alltime record of C$550 million 
in April this year and sharply above 
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last year’s October value of C$456.7 
million. 


The larger part of export and import 
gains in the 10-month period, January- 
October, resulted from trade with the 
United States, although imports from 
the United Kingdom and other Com- 
monwealth countries increased also. 
Exports to the United States, valued 
at C$286.1 million, rose by 20.5 percent 
in October and again broke past rec- 
ords for monthly shipments. For the 
10 months, shipments were just over 
12 percent higher at C$2,400.4 million. 
Simultaneously, imports from _ the 
United States rose by 19.4 percent in 


. October and by 22.3 percent for the 10- 


month period, valued at C$395.5 million 
and C$3,497.5 million respectively. 


Retail Sales Advance 


Domestic retail sales also have been 
at high levels. In September such 
trade was 5 percent above that of a 
year ago, and, for the January-Septem- 
ber period, it was 7 percent above that 
of the comparable 1955 period, Ex- 
cept for a September decline in lum- 
ber and building materials, sales of 
all trades and in all Provinces ad- 
vanced to higher levels in both peri- 
ods. Continued advances were made 
in retail trade in October, but leveled 
off in the Prairie Provinces and some 
weakness occurred in British Columbia 
lumber sales. 


New passenger car sales were favor- 
able. In September, the number of 
units sold was 3 percent above a year 
ago, and their retail value rose to a 
record for the month, 9 percent higher 
than in September 1955. 


The consumer-price index moved to 
new highs of 119.8 on October 1 
(1949=100) and 120.3 on November 1, 
from 119 on September 1. Increases in 
the other group of commodities and 
services index, such as 1957-model 
cars, theater admissions, haircuts, and 
some drug items and liquor, and to a 
lesser degree food, were responsible 
for most of the latest change in the 
total index. 


Upward trends in wholesale and re- 
tail prices this year have been called 
disturbing by the Finance Minister. 
However, Canada’s general wholesale- 
price index remained practically un- 
changed in October, 227.1 from 227.4 
in September (1935-39=100). Only 2 
of the component groups—iron and 
chemical products—increased over Sep- 
tember, but 5 of the remaining 6 were 
slightly lower. 

The largest decrease, as compared 


(Continued on page 18) 


Bee Wenn LT ge aS 








Pte 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD. 








IBRD Assists Australia 
In Importing Equipment 


The Commonwealth of Australia has 
received a loan of $50 million to finance 
imports of equipment for the develop- 
ment of agriculture and forestry, road 
and rail transport, industry, and min- 
ing, according to the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment. 

The loan will be used to pay for 
equipment needed from the dollar area 
by farmers, private business, and Com- 
monwealth and State government 
agencies. 

Australia needs to import capital for 
development activities in all sectors of 


the economy. Australia has undertaken . 


an immigration program since World 


War II, and has increased its efforts 
to accelerate production growth. 


Between the World Wars, Australians 
developed manufacturing to a point 
where they were able to supply the 
bulk of their own consumer goods; 
since World War II, they have been 
developing the manufacture of capital 
goods. Although this industrial growth 
has made Australia more self-sufficient, 
agricultural production—particularly of 
wool—has expanded, and agricultural 
commodities remain Australia’s chief 
exports. 

The 1.1 million immigrants who have 
come to Australia in the past 10 years 
nearly equal the number who immi- 
grated in the 166 years since the con- 
tinent began to settle. Although the 
recent influx has required more hous- 
ing, transportation, public utilities, and 
the like, the new immigrants contrib- 
ute importantly to the gross national 
product growth, which has been at the 
rate of 5 percent annually since World 
War II. For example, steel production 
has doubled, output rising from 1.2 mil- 
lion to 2.4 million tons annually, and 
three-quarters of the additional work- 
ers required to make this possible are 
immigrants. Similarly, 40 percent of 
the total workers employed in the mo- 
tor-vehicle industries are immigrants. 

Australia has financed much of its 
development from its own savings, but 
it must continue to import capital if 
the development pace is to be main- 
tained. The World Bank has lent a 
total of $317.73 million to help finance 
equipment from the dollar area for 
the economy’s expansion. A $9.23-mil- 
lion loan of November 15 was part of 
a transaction carried out in participa- 
tion with institutional investors to 
finance equipment for Qantas Empire 
Airways, Ltd. .Each of the other loans 
was to assist in programs, for develop- 
ing, expanding, and improving produc- 


4 


tive facilities in the economy’s major 
sectors. 

The programs to be assisted by the 
loan’s proceeds and the amounts allot- 
ted to each are: Agriculture and for- 
estry, $17.2 million; road transport, 
$12.8 million; railways, $4 million; and 
industry and mining, $16 million. 

The new loan is for a term of 15 
years and bears interest of 4% percent 
including the 1-percent commission 
charged by the Bank. Amortization 
will begin July 15, 1959. 


Nepal's 5-Year Plan 
Relies on Foreign Aid 


Nepal's first 5-year plan relies heavi- 
ly on foreign aid, according to the draft 
released on September 21. The Govern- 
ment apparently has estimated that 
expenditures under the plan will reach 
330 million rupees, or US$69.3 million, 
of which the development of communi- 
cations will receive 33 percent; hydro- 
electric projects, 17 percent; and agri- 
culture, 25 percent. Industry, mining, 
commerce, education, and health will 
share the remaining 25 percent. 

Specific targets for the various sec- 
tors of the economy will be outlined 
following compilation of required sta- 
tistics. The Government hopes to re- 
ceive 100 million rupees, or US$21 mil- 
lion, in aid from India and 25 million 
rupees, or US$5.2 million, through U. S. 
aid. It estimates that internal revenue 
will yield 95 million rupees, or US$20 
million. 





New Agreements Signed 


As part of its efforts to bridge the 
gap of approximately 110 million rupees, 
or US$23 million, in financing the plan, 
the Government has reportedly signed 
an agreement with communist China, 
under which Nepal is to receive 60 mil- 
lion rupees, or US$12.6 million, in eco- 
nomic assistance in the next 3 years on 
a “no-strings-attached” basis. This aid 
narrows the uncovered gap in the draft 
plan from 110 million rupees to 50 mil- 
lion rupees or $10.5 million. 

The new treaty between Nepal and 
communist China, signed September 20, 
1956, may encourage further trade be- 
tween the two countries. Formerly a 
substantial proportion of Nepal's for- 
eign trade was with Tibet, but this 
gradually declined as commerce with 
India expanded. The new agreement 
permits the opening of trade offices by 
the Chinese in Katmandu and estab- 
lishment of similar offices by the 
Nepalese in designated sites in Tibet. 


The new treaty may lead not only to 
more competition to existing Nepalese- 
Indian trade but also to a situation 
whereby Nepal may again become a 
transit point through which Indian 
products may be forwarded to Tibet.— 
U. S. Embassy, New Delhi. 


Cuban Business . .. 
(Continued from page 2) 

Cuba’s small petroleum industry al- 
though exploration increased both on 
the mainland and offshore. The large 
refinery construction program was pro- 
gressing on schedule. Mining companies 
reported expansion of plant facilities 
and continuous exploration to block out 
additional ore reserves. Interest was 
centered on copper, manganese, and 
nickel, but it was indicated that iron 
and barite will be of growing im- 
portance. 

The Government’s policy of encour- 
aging the formation of a Cuban 
merchant marine resulted in new loan 
grants through the Foreign Commerce 
Bank of Cuba to local shipping inter- 
ests. By the end of October, the Bank 
had approved financing for the acquisi- 
tion of approximately 20 merchant 
ships having a total capacity of 99,700 
tons. 

Government Assists Railroads 


Government assistance was®&lso ex- 
tended to the Consolidated Railroads in 
the form of a $10-million loan for the 
purchase of self-propelled diesel pas- 
s@hger coaches and for track and road- 
bed improvement. The company con- 
tracted for the delivery of the new 
equipment from the Italian concern, 
FIAT. 

The Caibarien and Moron Railway 
reportedly was discontinuing its serv- 
ices. Founded in 1902, this railway, 
with a main line of about 100 kilom- 
eters and branch lines of correspond- 
ing length, opened to development the 
north coast of Cuba between the 
Provinces of Santa Clara and Cama- 
guey. The railway’s influence has de- 
clined, however, owing to the extensive 
construction of highways paralleling its 
lines. 

The acquisition of modern refriger- 
ated trailer trucks by a Cuban trucking 
company was financed by a loan from 
the Export-Import Bank of Washing- 
ton. Another large company formed 
by the merger of a number of small 
highway carriers obtained funds from 
the Economic and Social Development 
Bank (BANDES) to expand and im- 
prove its service. 

The Cuban industrial, commercial, 
and agricultural exhibit at the Inter- 
national Trade Mart in New Orleans, 
which opened in October under the 
auspices of the Cuban Electric Co., is 
reported to have inspired a substantial 
number of inquiries from American in- 
dividuals and firms interested either in 
the purchasing of Cuban products or 
making investments in that country.— 
U. S. Embassy, Havana. 





French pork imports in the first half 
of 1956 dropped sharply to a total of 
0.7 million pounds from 45.3 million 
pounds imported in the first 6 months 
of 1955, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Bi ata idles 








Mexican business picked up generally in October, following the sea- 
sonal summer and early fall slowdown; merchants reported considerable 
sales expansion and started stocking for the Christmas rush. 

Production facilities were taxed to meet retailers’ demands for sea- 
sonal and nonseasonal goods, and the Christmas-buying outlook was 


very good. However, a credit shortage 
prevented producers from meeting the 
full potential product demand because, 
although bank credits were at an all- 
time high, the credit demand was even 
greater. 

A further price decline, particularly 
for food items in October, strengthened 
the belief that a definite leveling off 
was developing and not a temporary 
interruption of the continuous price 
rises. 

Mexico’s overall balance of payments 
continued to be favorable despite a siz- 
able import trade balance. The Gov- 
ernment’s financial situation was good, 
and the flow of private capital to in- 
dustry increased. 

Weather conditions in October con- 
tinued to favor agricultural production, 
except in the northern States of Chi- 
huahua, Coahuila, Durango, Sonora, 
and in Lower California, where severe 
drought caused cattlemen to petition 
the Government for help. 


Orange Crop Sets Record 

Harvesting of the largest orange 
crop ih Mexico’s history commenced in 
October, and the Veracruz crop moved 
to processing plants and to the Mexico 
City market. Significant export sales 
were made of both oranges and orange 
juice. 

The forecast for large corn and bean 
crops was unchanged as harvesting be- 
gan in many districts, and harvesting 
of the record coffee crop was also under 
way. Winter vegetable-crop planting 
on the West Coast and in the El Mante 
area was almost completed. 

Shrimp production on the! West Coast 
was off from the 1955 high; on the East 
Coast the output was about the same 
as last year’s. 

Construction was not expanding, and 
construction material sales weré slow 
owing to restricted credit, delayed de- 
liveries of materials from producers, 
and a general slow down in new con- 
struction. One source indicated that 
the time had arrived when investment 
in new building was no longer profitable 
and capital was seeking more favorable 
ventures. 


Government Authorizes Subsidy 


The Government authorized a sub- 
sidy of 1 billion pesos to the iron and 
steel industry in the form of an import 
tax rebate of 75 percent of the import 
duties and gross receipts tax on ma- 
chinery, tools, repair parts, and raw 
materials for use in the manufacture 
of certain iron and steel products (For- 
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eign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 26, 1956, 
p. 7). 


In the meantime, the rerolling indus- 
try, which is not covered by this sub- 
sidy, reported that the shortage and 
price of imported raw materials for re- 
rolling—principally rails—and the un- 
realistic price ceiling on finished prod- 
ucts seriously threatened their exist- 
ence. The Iron and Steel Chamber pe- 
titioned the Government to remove 
price controls on reinforcing bars to 
permit the product “to seek its price 
level in a free market. 


Latest production data show that 
the volume of gold, silver, lead, and 
zine mined in the first 8 months of 1956 
decreased by 10 percent as Compared 
with the corresponding period of 1955; 
copper production, on the other hand, 
increased. 

The «Mexican Government accepted, 
in principle, a Canadian offer of invest- 
ment in a 412-million-peso zinc smelter 
and a fertilizer plant. The former will 
have a daily production capacity of 135 
metric tons of zine ingots, the latter, 
a daily capacity of 220 metric tons of 
sulfuric acid and 240 metric tons of 
triple superphosphate fertilizer. 

The long-pending Texas Eastern Gas 
Transmission Corporation’s application 
to the U. S. Federal Power Commis- 
sion for permission to purchase gas 
from Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex) was 
approved October 9. Income from the 
gas export, expected to begin early in 
1957, will range from $5.5 million to $11 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Mexican Business Up but Credit Tight 


million annually, and, will as- 
sist Pemex in constructing planned re- 
finjng and distribution facilities. The 
first gas well in the Veracruz basin 
was brought in during October, an 
initial daily production of 13 million 
cubic feet daily, and a new gas well 
drilled in Tabasco was producing 5 mil- 
lion cubic feet a day. 


In October, Pemex inaugurated two 
new petroleum product storage and dis- 
tribution plants in Sinaloa, which are 
a part of a planned network to supply 
the West Coast market with netroleum 
products now being supplied by the 
United States. The products, trans- 
ported by pipeline from the Minatitlan 
refinery across the Tehuantepec Isth- 
mus to Salina Cruz, are shipped up the 
west coast to the storage depots. On 
October 24 the retail price of super- 
mexolina (80 octane gasoline) was in- 
creased 0.10 peso to 0.75 peso a liter. 


Wholesale Prices Drop 


Wholesale prices dropped further in 
October, to the lowest point of the year. 
An encouraging factor was the whole- 
sale food price decline in October. An 
exception was eggs, which reached the 
highest price in 2 years, except for Oc- 
tober 1955 and January 1956. The price 
decline in staples, such as beans, sweet 
potatoes, cacao, and lard, was greater 
than in either 1955 or 1956.. Other 
items declining to the lowest point in 
several months were white potatoes, 
onions, beef, cattle on the hoof, mutton, 
and oranges. 


Retail prices often lag behind whole- 
sale trends, but in October retail-price 
indicators showed either a lowering or- 
a holding of the same levels for the 
last month or so. The cost-of-living in- 
dex of the working class in Mexico City 
dropped slightly, which was attributed 
to the drop in food prices, since indexes 
for clothing and household goods were 
almost unchanged. 


Bank Credits Stable 

Money in circulation and the volume 
of bank credits, which rose slightly in 
July and August, appeared to remain 
stable in September and October. Bank 
credit continued to be tight; savings 
deposits rose slowly, and checking de- 
posits were fairly stable. 

The Government, because of its fav- 
orable financial position, was able to 
improve the financial situation of the 
States and municipalities by canceling 
some 200 million pesos of claims held 
against them. 

Work was commenced on the 1957 
Federal budget, covering expenditures 
expected tobe about 7.5 billion pesos, 
or 10 percent above those of 1956. Ris- 
ing tax revenues were expected to per- 
mit a balanced budget. Investment in 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Philippine Output, Exports Advance 
To Record Levels; Future Bright 


Philippine economic activity made sizable advances in the third 
quarter of 1956, compared with the corresponding period last year; 
production of basic commodities, manufacturing output, and exports 


reached record levels for the period. 


Further improvement in Philippine economic conditions seems a 


reasonable expectation, at least over 
the next 3 to 6 months. Foreign demand 
for the principal Philippine exports 
should be sustained, with booming 
economic conditions in all industrialized 
countries. Export prices appear to have 
stabilized and may firm up, in view of 
the Suez situation. The domestic food 
situation is the most promising in years. 
The anticipated bumper rice crop, com- 
bined with higher export earnings, 
should help to counter the underlying 
inflationary pressures generated by 
Government deficit financing and rising 
import costs. 

The major uncertainty in the near- 
term Philippine economic picture is the 
impact of the Suez crisis. Philippine 
exporters may have to shoulder the 
burden of rising ocean-freight charges 
or, even more serious, shortages of 
world shipping may interfere with the 
physical movement of Philippine ex- 
ports. Finally, industrial activity might 
decline, primarily in Western Europe, 
as a result of petroleum shortages. 


Investment Trends Mixed 

Import value was somewhat less than 
in the second quarter, but was roughly 
10 percent above the like period in 
1955. However, all of the increase 
over the comparable quarter last year 
represented higher import prices rather 
than greater volume. Increased export 
earnings financed a higher level of 
imports than last year and also per- 
mitted a slight building up of exchange 
reserves. International reserves in- 
creased to $239 million at the end of 
September against $236 million at the 
end of June 1956. 

Investment trends were mixed. Paid- 
up capital of newly registered corpora- 
tions and partnerships was 50 percent 
above the September 1955 level. How- 
ever, the permit value of private build- 
ing construction in Manila was off about 
25 percent from a year ago. Among 
the more significant developments in 
the investment field were the establish- 
ment of two rubber factories and the 
start made on building a third factory 
(see Foreign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 
19, 1956, p. 19). 

Money supply and domestic credits, 
continuing their upward trend, reached 
new highs in the quarter. All of the 
expansion originated in the private 
sector as a result of increased com- 
mercial operations of private banks. 
The public sector had a negative 
influence on the money supply. This 
is only a temporary development, how- 
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ever, in view of the Government’s 
projected large schedule of public works 
expenditures to be financed by the sale 
of bonds. 


Domestic Prices Up 


The principal development clouding 
an otherwise healthy economic situation 
was the sharp domestic-price increase 
as living costs reached the highest levels 
in almost 4 years. 


Consumer goods led the upswing in 
prices. The Bureau of Commerce retail- 
price index of 150 selected commodities 
(1941=100) increased 3.5 percent, to 
236.8 in September against 228.7 in 
June. The Bureau of the Census and 
Statistics cost-of-living index for lower 
income families in Manila (1941=—100) 
increased by 3.3 percent, to 311.4 in 
September from 301.2 in June. Higher 
food and clothing prices were the chief 
contributors to the increase. Wholesale 
prices and prices of import commodities 
registered smaller gains. 

Production value for major Philippine 
products, except rice, was estimated to 
be 25 percent ahead of the same quarter 
of 1955. Gains recorded for copra, logs, 
and iron-ore production were particular- 
ly impressive. Virtually all of the in- 
crease represented greater volume, since 
the prices of these major products were 
up only slightly from a year ago. The 
largest rice crop on record is anticipated 
for the 1956-57 crop year, about 5 per- 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Mexican Business .. . 
(Continued from page 5) 


public works is expected to be larger 
in 1957 than in 1956; the cost will be 
covered largely from current revenues, 
and loans made, including foreign, will 
be applied principally to investments in 
national railroads and other Govern- 
men-owned enterprises. 

Capital flowing into newly founded 
or existing corporations in the Federal 
District was 10 percent greater than 
last year. Semiofficial sources reported 
the gross national product of Mexico 
in the first 9 months of 1956 as 10 per- 
cent higher than in the like period of 
1955, or at a level corresponding to 98 
billion pesos for the year. 


Balance of Payments Improves 


Recent information indicates a $12- 
million improvement in the August bal- 
ance of payments—resulting primarily 


from a reduction of the deficit in the” 


trade balance and an increase in long- 
term credits. Mexico received $23 mil- 
lion in foreign credits in August, the 
highest for any month in 1956 and dou- 
ble the average foreign credit figure of 
the past 18 months. Loan and credit 
repayments amounted to $6.5 million. 
Foreign exchange reserves rose by $12 
million in August,- the first increase 
since March. In line with the usual 
seasonal trend, foreign exchange re- 
serves apparently developed favorably 
in September and October. 

Foreign trade figures for August 
show the expected increase in exports 
over the seasonally low midyear 
months, but reveal also that high im- 
ports were sustained in August. Im- 
port values were $96,076,000 as against 
export values of $61,964,000, leaving an 
import balance of $34,112,000. In July, 
imports and exports were valued re- 
spectively at $94,945,000 and $56,019,- 
000, leaving an import balance of $38,- 
926,000. 

Preliminary data for September in- 
dicate that a reduction in imports was 
achieved in that month, to perhaps as 
low as $80 million, while exports re- 
mained at approximately the August 
level. If these expectations are correct, 
the trade deficit for September was un- 
der $20 million, the lowest since April 
1956, but the cumulative deficit for the 
year exceeded $175 million as of the 
end of September.—U. S. Embassy, 
Mexico City. 

The so-called Darien link in the Pan 
American Highway refers to several 
alternative proposed routes to extend 
across -the Darien Peninsula from 
Chepo, Panama, about 70 kilometers 
south of Panama City, to the Colom- 
bian border. 

A report of a contribution to the pro- 
posed link, appearing in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, December 3, 1956, page 
29, erroneously stated that this connect- 
ing highway was in Mexico, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
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Sudan Removes Import Federation of Malaya Increases _ 
Import Duties on Number of Items 


The list of Malayan imports on which higher rates of duty were 
levied on November 7 is composed mainly of goods which can bear such 
increases without unduly harming the economy of the country. 

The increases apply to goods imported from Commonwealth coun- 
tries under preferential rates, as well as to those entered under full rates 


Credit Restrictions 


The Sudan Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, in pursuance of the Su- 
dan Government’s policy of relaxing 
import controls and facilitating import 
of essential commodities has removed 
credit restrictions formerly imposed on 
import of all foodstuffs except luxury 
items; motor vehicles; spare parts and 
tires; cigarettes; and footwear, the Min- 
istry has announced. 

Earlier regulations required a deposit 
of 60 percent of the invoice value be- 
fore a bank could open a letter of credit 
for import of merchandise in these 
categories. 

Such credit restrictions as remain 
are those imposed by the normal trade 
customs, which require a deposit of 
from 25 to 50 percent according to a 
firm’s credit reputation, source of sup- 
ply, and type of commodity. 

At the same time the Ministry an- 
nounced that £E3 million, or $8.6 mil- 
lion, in foreign exchange had been saved 
through the various import restrictions 
in effect in the first 8 months of 1956. 

Sudanese trade in the first 9 months 
of the year shows a substantial surplus 
for the Sudan, according to the: Depart- 
ment of Statistics. Exports, including 
reexports, amounted to £E53,298,168, 
and imports were valued at £E34,580,- 
634, leaving a favorable balance of 
££18,717,534.—U. S. Embassy, Khar- 
toum. 





Australia To Impose New 
Import Antidumping Duty 


The Australian Parliament on No- 
vember 1 passed a bill authorizing the 
Minister of Customs and Excise to im- 
pose an antidumping duty on imports 
entering the country under conditions 
which cause or threaten serious injury 
to domestic producers or to producers 
in a third country whose exports are 
entitled to entry under a preferential 
tariff. 

The amount of the emergency duty 
is to equal the amount, if any, by which 
the landed duty-paid cost of the goods 
is less than a reasonably competitive 
landed duty-paid cost as determined by 
the Minister. 


France has opened an additional 
quota of 500 tons of horsehides for ex- 
port to the United States. 

Licenses under the new quota, an- 
nounced through a notice to exporters 
published in the Journal Officiel of 
October 25, 1956, are limited to 25 tons, 
salted weight, per license, 


December 24, 1956 


from all other sources, including the 
United States. 


Malayan tariff items affected by these 
changes; their new duties, full rates, 
and preferential if existing, in Malayan 
dollars per unit specified or percent ad 


valorem; and former rates, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows (M$3.03=— 
US$1): 


1. Air-conditioning and refrigeration -ma- 
chinery, 20 percent (10). 

4. Brass. manufactured, and bronze and 
copperware, full rate, 20 percent (14); prefer- 
ential rate, 10 (5). 

5. Cameras and photographic apparatus, 
and component parts and accessories thereof, 
including blank unexposed film in_ rolls, 
packs, or plates, and sensitized paper or 
cloth, but excluding photographic chemicals, 
exposed film of all types, photographie prints, 
X-ray apparatus and film, photostat copyin 
machines, and photoengraving equipment, 
percent (10). 


6. Canned food: 

(a) Salmon, red, blue, black, or silver, 
sockeye, 15 percent (744); 7% (free). 3 

(b) Fruits, vegetables, and fish including 
crustacea, molluses, and cetacea, in metal, 
glass, earthenware, or plastic containers ex- 
cept as provided for in (a) above, 25 percent 
(15); 10 (free). 

8. Cement, per ton, M$12 (10); M$6 (4). 

10. Chocolate, sweets, and confectionery: 

(a) Sugar confectionery, including boiled 
sweets, sugar candy, bon bons, caramels, 
mints, toffees, marshmallows, pastilles, ju- 
jubes, lozenges, chewing gum, and sweet- 
es of similar character, per pound, M$0.25 
(0.16). ' 

(b) Jam, marmalade, treacle, golden sirup, 
honey, per pound, M$0.25 (0.16). 

(c) Chocolate and chocolate preparations, 
including chocolate confectionery and powder, 
per pound, M$0.25 (0.16). 

(d) Cocoa powder, paste, and beans, per 
pound, M$0.10 (free). 
oe Cakes and biscuits, per pound, M$0.05 
(0.04). 


11. Clocks including electric clocks, watches 








India To License Import 
Of U. S. Cotton 


The Government of India will 
issue licenses for import of 150,- 
000 bales of American cotton of 
staple length, 1 1/16 inch and 
more. 

The licenses, to be granted 
under the U. S. surplus-disposal 
program, will be against contracts 
entered into after November 7, 
1956, and period of shipment will 
be through July 31, 1957. 

The cotton will be imported 
through regular trade channels at 
the fixed rate of exchange of 4.782 
rupees to US$1. 











including stop watches, and component parts, 
25 percent (15). 

15. Cutlery and parts, including razors oth- 
er than electric and razor blades, but exclud- 
ing medical, surgical, dental, veterinary, and 
dissecting instruments, tapping knives, and 


- knives for machines, 20 percent (15). 


16. Cycles and accessories: 

(b) All component parts of cycles, bicycles, 
and tricycles not otherwise provided for, 30 
percent (20). 

(c) Accessories of cycles, bicycles, and tri- 
yey not otherwise provided for, 20 percent 

ree). 

a — ba and a ‘ 

c er, canned or frozen, per pound, 
a eee ; “M$0.06 ares. M30.09 (0.05 

argarine, per und, . 05) ; 
M$0.04 (free). 6 

(e) Lard, ghee, and shorteni not other- 
wise provided for, per pound, M$0.09 (0.05). 

18. Electric goods, component parts and ac- 
cessuries: 

(a) Motors and compressors not exceeding 
2 horsepower, and component parts, 20 per- 
cent (10). 

(b) to (e) Torchlight cases; fans and —— 
lators of all types and parts thereof; cooking 
and heating appliances and parts thereof, ex- 
eluding radio frequency types; flat irons, 
ironing machines, and parts thereof; razors; 
washing and drying machines and parts: 
mixing machines for culinary use and parts; 
light fittings, but excluding lampshades, lamp 
bulbs, flex, wire, and cable; floor polishers, 
vacuum cleaners, and other electric domestic 
appliances not otherwise provided for, 15 
percent (10). 

21. Fish maws and sharks’ fins, 20 percent 
(10); 10 (free). 

23. Furniture and fixtvres of wood, rattan, 
cane, basketwork, base metals and alloys 
thereof, and any other material, including 
filing cabinets, racks, safes, strong room fit- 
tings, strong boxes, and component parts of 
any, 20 percent (15). 

24. Glass and glassware, including bottles, 
flasks, containers, stoppers, tableware, arti- 
cles of glass, mosaic cubes of glass or any 
substitute therefor and leaded hts, sheet 
glass, plate glass, mirrors, laminated and 
safety glass, but excluding broken glass; 
rods and tubings of. glass; powdered glass; 
rolled, obscured or wired glass; . optical 
glass and spectacles, 20 percent (15). 

25. Gold, silver, platinum, gems, jewelry, 
goldsmiths’ and silversmiths’ wares, 25 per- 
cent (15). 

30. Kapok, per hundred weight, M$12 (12). 

31. Leather: 

Se leather, 10 percent (5); & 
(free). 

(b) Tanned hides and tanned skins, leather 
not provided for in (a) above, and imitation 
leather, leather and imitation leather manu- 


_ factures other than fancy goods, 25 percent 


(20); 15 (10). 

33. Matches; containers with— ~ 

(i) not more than 10 matches, per 100 con- 
tainers, M$0.40 (0.20). 

(ii) more than 10 but not more than 20 
matches, per 100 containers, M$0.80 (0.40). 

(iii) more than 20 but not more than 50 
matches, per 100 containers, M$2 (1). 

For every additional 25 matches or part of 
25 matches over 50 in a container, a duty ad- 
ditional to the duty under (iii) of M$1 (0.50). 

34. Meat, poultry, and game otherwise than 
fresh, chilled, or frozen, including prepara- 
tions thereof, whether canned or not: 

(b) to (e) Canned meat, poultry, and game; 
preparations of meat, poultry or game includ- 
ing extracts, essences, pastes, soups, and 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Mexico Revises, Abolishes Various Swiss To Stockpile Some 
Import Classifications and Duties 


Mexico has established new import tariff classifications and raised 
its duties on certain locks and valves, gray and sulfur black coal-tar 
colors, certain pliers, certain electric fans and ventilators, some parts for 
cgin-operated phonographs, and certain motor vehicles and parts. 

New classifications with no. change in duty have been established 


for some phthalic acid derivatives and 
sulfonated mineral oils. 


Duties have been lowered or abol- 
ished on iron lungs and airplane tires, 
and new classifications established for 
porcelain spark plug parts and Christ- 
mas tree lighting systems. 

A classification for certain ungal- 
vanized iron and steel pipes has been 
abolished. 


These changes in classifications and 
duties, in pesos per unit specified and/ 
or percent ad valorem; and former 
rates, shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: 


Effective November 9 


718.10.01. Closing and retention locks and 
valves of cast iron or steel, of any kind, with 
impressions or cast marks which prove their 
resistance to pressure to be greater than 18 
kilograms per square centimeter, whose in- 
side diameter is greater than 5 centimeters; 
0.30 peso per gross kilogram and 7 percent. 
(New classification.) 

71%10.02. Closing and retention locks and 
valves of cast iron or steel, of any kind, 
without impressions or cast marks, or those 
whose impressions or marks prove their re- 
sistance to pressure to be up to 18 kilograms 
per square centimeter, whose inside di- 
ameter is greater than 5 centimeters; 0.50 
peso per gross kilogram and 15 percent. 
(New classification.) 

$80.00.12. Mechanical lungs, commercially 
called ‘‘artificial.’’ dor treatment of poliomye- 
litis victims: Exempt. 


Effective November 10 


Classification No. 501.07.16, butyl phthalate. 
is abolished and a broader classification for 
unspecified phthalic acid esters set up with 
the same duties: 

5601.07.98. Unspecified esters derived from 
phthalic acid: 0.05 peso per legal kilogram 
and 4 percent. (New classification.) 

572.01.05. Sulfonated mineral oils: 0.10 peso 
per gross kilogram and 40 percent. (New 
classification. ) 

763.00:00. Rubber pneumatic tires identifi- 
able as for airplanes: Exempt (7 percent). 

763.00.01. Rubber pneumatic tubes identifi- 
able as for airplanes: Exempt (7 percent). 


Effective November 138 


743.09.05. Porcelain pieces used as insulat- 
ors of electric current in spark plugs for 
internal combustion motors: 0.15 peso per 
gross kilogram and 5 percent. (New classi- 
fication. ) 

862.00.10. Christmas tree lighting series 
‘lights dutiable separately): 1.50 peso per 
legal kilogram and 65 percent. (New classi- 
fication.) 


Effective November 15 


5612.00.00. Gray and sulphur black: 0.90 
peso per gross kilogram and 25. percent. 
(0.70 peso per gross kilogram and 20 per- 
cent). 


Effective November 18 


The following classification abolished: 

670.03.04. Ungalvanized iron or steel pipe 
whose outside diameter is over 90 and not 
over 170 millimeters. 


Effective November 18 


721.00.07. Pliers with adjustable jaws, com-~ 
monly called ‘“‘automobilist,”’ up to 260 mil- 





limeters long: 6 pesos per gross kilogram 
and 25 percent. (0.15 peso per gross kilogram 
and 5 percent). (New classification, formerly 
No. 721.99.99.) 


735.0300. Electric fans and ventilators of 
any kind, each weighing up to 20 kilograms: 
1 peso per legal kilogram and 50 percent. 
(0.35 peso per legal kilogram and 25 percent). 

The following six items removed from 
elassification: 89$1.99.99, which has a duty of 2 
pesos per legal kilogram and 15 percent, and 
the following new classifications and duties 
established : 


891.07.00. Bases of common metal for as- 
sembly of coin-operated phonographs: 10 
pesos per legal kilogram and 60 percent. 

891.07.01. Coin distribution and control boxes 
for coin-operated phonographs: 10 pesos per 
legal kilogram and 60 percent. 

891.07.02. Cabinets of any material for coin- 
operated phonographs or their frames with 
one or more parts attached: 10 pesos per 
legal kilogram and 60 percent. 


891.07.03. Phonographic record carriers for 
coin-operated phonographs or their frames 
with three or more parts attached: 10 pesos 
per legal kilogram and 60 percent. 

891.07.04. Record selectors used in coin- 
eperated phonographs or their frames with 
three or more parts attached: 10 pesos per 
legal kilogram and 60 percent. 

891.07.05. Systems for removing and plac- 
ing phonograph records for coin-operated 
phonographs or their frames with three or 
more parts attached: 10 pesos per legal kilo- 
gram and 60 percent. 


Effective November 26 


Classifications Nos. 751.01.00, 751.01.01, 
751.01.98, and 751.01.99 abolished to permit 
reclassification of omnibuses under new num- 
bers; a new classification established for 
motor units for motor vehicles: and classi- 
fication No. 754.02.00 subdivided into 4 sub- 
items 

751.01.02. Motor vehicles for transporting 
more than 10 persons (omnibuses) with body 
mounted on chassis and gasoline motor: 10,- 
000 pesos each and 15 percent. (New classi- 
fication.) 

7541.01.03. Motor vehicles for transporting 
more than 10 persons (omnibuses) with com- 
posit body and gasoline motor; 10,000 pesos 
each and 15 percent. (New classification.) 

751.01.04. Motor vehicles for transporting 
more than 10 persons (omnibuses) with any 
kind of body and diesel motor or one which 
burne liquid gas or some other combustible 
material except gasoline: 10,000 pesos each 
and 15 percent. (New classification.) 

751.05.01. Motor units composed of motors, 
transmissions, axles, and other parts of the 
propelling mechanism, although they may’ be 
elsewhere specified, except batteries, tubés, 
and tires, if it can be clearly proved before 
the Directorate-General of Customs, by pre- 
senting the finished vehicle, to be destined 
exclusively for the assembly and construc- 
tion of whole buses or trucks, whose prac- 
tical cargo capacity is up to 7.5 tons, if the 
gross weight of the cargoless vehicle is no 
more than 4 tons; 300 pesos each and 2 
percent. (New classification. ) 


754.02.00. Separate parts and materials used 
in mounting and construction of chassis 
of motor vehicles assembled in industrial 
plants installed in the country with the au- 
thorization of the Ministry of Finance, and 
it can be proved that the vehicles will be 
sold to the public in accordance with prices 
and regulations decreed by the Ministries of 
Finance and Economy. When the assem- 
bled, finished vehicles are presented they will 
be subject to duties as follows: 

Vehicles with diesel motors and a prac- 
tical cargo capacity of up to 7.5 tons, 450 


- 


Essential Commodities 


A series of decreesMor the stockpil- 
ing in Switzerland of certain essential 
commodities have been issued by the 
ers, sugar, and coffee. 


Individual orders have been issued for 
the stockpiling of gasoline, fuel oils, 
lubricating oils, raw phosphates and 
phosphatic fertilizers, potassic fertiliz- 
ers, sugar, and coffee. 


Permits are required for import of 
commodities to be stockpiled, and such 
permits will be issued only after the im- 
porter has contracted with the compe- 
tent public authorities to maintain a 
permanent stock of the material within 
the country. 


Total volume of reserves and the 
amount of stock which each importer 
must maintain will be fixed by the 
Department of Public Economy. 


To avoid hardships for the importers, 
the Department will make it possible 
for them to obtain credit at low in- 
terest rates for financing the reserve 
stocks. Each importer will be required 
to announce his stock position periodi- 
cally to the proper authorities, including 
both his normal business inventory and 
the stocks he is forced to keep under 
the respective decrees. 

The stockpiling decrees are designed 
to put into force the Swiss Law on Eco- 
nomic Defense Planning of Septem- 
ber 30, 1955.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn, 





Candda Raises Duty on 
Woodworking Machinery 


Heavy duty planers and matchers 
for use in the woodworking industries 
hav@ been transferred from the cate- 
gory of a class or kind not made in 
Canada to that of a class or kind made 
in Canada, effective December 27. 

The reclassification increases the rate 
of duty on imports of these items from 
the United States and other most fav- 
ored nations from 7% percent under 
tariff item No. 427a to 22% percent 
under item No. 427. It also subjects 
them to the special, or dumping, duty if 
sold in Canada at less than the fair 
market value in country of export. 





pesos each and 2 percent; vehicles with diesel 
motor and a practical cargo capacity of more 
than 7.5 tons and up to 18 tons, 8.000 pesos 
each and 8 percent; vehicles with diesel 
motor and a practical cargo capacity of 
more than 18 tons, 450 pesos each and 
percent; vehicles without diesel motors and 
of any weight and cargo capacity. 450 pesos 
each and 2 percent. (All formerly dutiable at 
50 pesos and 1 percent.) 


—Diario Oficial, November 8, 9, 12, 1956. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS. 








Australia Places Ban 


On U. S. Cattle 


Import of cattle into Australia 
from the United States, formerly 
permitted only from February to 
May of each year, is now pro- 
hibited by the Australian Minis- 
ter for Health as a quarantine 
measure, 

The Minister has explained that 

~ the reasons for this action, put 
into force through a proclamation 
of November 22, were that sheep 
in the United States are infested 
by a disease known as bluetongue, 
which may be carried by cattle; 
that cattle in many parts of the 
United States are suffering from 
mucosal disease, and that it is 
necessary to protect the Austral- 
ian sheep and cattle industries, 
upon which the bulk of the export 
trade depends. 














Lebanon To Enter Hotel 
Materials Free of Duty 


Materials for hotel construction and 
equipment are to be permitted import 
into Lebanon free of customs duty sub- 
ject to specified conditions. 


The duty-free benefits, provided for 
by decree No. 13909 of October 30, 1956, 
published in the Official Gazette No. 45 
of November 7, will apply to the follow- 
ing equipment provided it cannot be 
produced locally and it bears the name 
or mark of the hotel: Building mate- 
rials; heating air-conditioning and re- 
frigerating devices; telephones; light- 
ing fixtures; kitchen equipment; and 
tableware and kitchen utensils of all 
kinds. 

For seaside hotels, exemption will be 
granted provided the hotel can be put 
into operation before January 1, 1961, 
or was constructed before October 30, 
1956; has at least 100 rooms equipped 
with all sanitation and comfort facili- 
ties; is furnished with central heating, 
elevators, and air conditioning; is 
equipped with at least one tennis court; 
and has a garden twice as large as the 
space occupied by the building, although 
this condition does not apply to hotels 
erected before issuance of the new reg- 
ulation. 

For hotels located in the mountains, 
exemption will be granted provided the 
hotel can be put into operation before 
January 1, 1961, or was constructed 
before October 30, 1956, has at least 50 
rooms equipped with all sanitation and 
comfort facilities; is furnished with 
central heating and_ elevators; is 
equipped with at least one tennis court 
and a swimming pool; and has a garden 
four times as large as the space oc- 
cupied by the building, although again 
this condition does not apply to hotels 


December 24, 1956 


constructed before the regulations were 
issued. 

The Lebanese High:Council of Cus- 
toms will establish regulations giving 
effect to the new decree and the pro- 
cedures under which hotels may claim 
duty exemptions. — U. S. Embassy, 
Beirut. 


Gasoline, Oil To Be 


Rationed in lreland 


Gasoline and oil are to be rationed 
in the Republic of Ireland beginning 
January 1 as a result of the stoppage 
of ships through the Suez Canal and 
the resultant curtailment of petroleum 
supplies to Western Europe, the Irish 
Government has anounced. ~ 


Although details of the rationing ar- 
rangements. have not yet been made 
known, in reply to a question in the 
Dail as to whether the reduction would 
be around 20 percent, the Minister for 
Industry and Commerce stated that it 
was not-yet determined as some ration- 
ing might involve more than 20 percent. 

In an effort to conserve supplies pend- 
ing the introduction of rationing on 
January 1, the Minister has prohibited 
the sale or supply of gasoline between 
the hours of 1 p. m. Saturday and 8 
a.m. the tollowing Monday. 

The Minister doubtless will also have 
to devise some means of preventing 
smuggling of petroleum products to 
Northern Ireland, where rationing be- 
gan December 17. 

Voluntary restrictions on gasoline 
supplies were introduced in the Republic 
on November 7, when the Minister, fol- 
lowing similar British action, requested 
petroleum companies to cut deliveries 
of all petroleum products by 10 percent: 








Lebanon Controls Export 
Of Food, Other-Items 


Lebanon on November 4 placed all 
foodstuffs on the list of items requiring 
prior license for export. This action, 
however, taken as a temporary emer- 
gency measure, was modified a few days 
later when the Ministry of National 
Economy, finding that it would damage 
the trade in perishable goods, exempted 
fruits and vegetables from the require- 
ment, 

Also early in November the following 
commodities were replaced on the list 
of items requiring prior export license: 


Barley, tariff classification No. 71; straw, 
No. 90: sulfur, No. 179; coffee, No. 63. 

Poultry: chickens, geese, ducks, turkeys, 
and their meat, Nos. 8 and 14. 

Milk and dairy products, including animal 
fats, Nos. 22 and 26 and subdivisiens. 

Livestock: Cows, sheep, goats, buffaloes, 
hogs, and their meat, Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 13. 


The later action cancelled a Ministry 
of National Economy order in June 
requiring prior license for export of 
such goods (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 16, 1956, pp. 12 and 16). 


—U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 


United Kingdom To Levy 
Surtax on All Sugar 


The British Government some time 
after January 1 will impose a surtax 
on all home-produced and imported 
sugar, including sugar that has been 
added to imported products. 

For determining the amount of sugar 
added to imported products the same 
method will be used as is now employed 
in determining such amounts for’ the 
purpose of levying the regular duty. 

The surtax will be levied by the 
British Sugar Board and collected by- 
the regular Customs service, but what 
the rate will be or on what date it will 
become applicable has not yet been 
announced. Although the Board has no 
desire to set the tax at a level which 
will return a profit, it must be high 
enough to offset the loss likely to be 
incurred in purchasing and reselling 
Commonwealth sugar during the year. 

Under an agreement with Common- 
wealth countries, the United Kingdom 
now purchases approximately three- 
fourths of all imported sugar from-coun- 
tries adhering to the Commonwealth 
Sugar agreement at a negotiated price, 
which in 1956 was £40 15 shillings a ton. 
The remaining requirements are pur- 
chased at open-market, or free-market, 
prices. To avoid a loss on these trans- 
actions, the Government sells the sugar 
to the trade at the average price of all 
sugar purchased. 


This procedure will be continued 
after January 1 except that the Sugar 
Board will sell all sugar to the U. K. 
trade on the basis of world prices 
instead of at the average price as 
formerly. 


To offset the loss which normally 
would be incurred on such transactions, 
the Board is directed by the Sugar Act 
of 1956 to levy a surcharge on all home- 
produced sugar and molasses and on 
imported sugar, including that which 
has been added to imported products. 





Guatemala Ends Ban on 
Imports From Germany 


Guatemala has removed its embargo 
on imports from Western Germany and 
terminated the technical state of war 
with Germany in existence since De- 
cember 1941. 


All German assets in Guatemala are 
to be incorporated into the national 
patrimony and the value tnereof applied 
toward settlement of. Guatemalan war 
claims. 

These actions were taken through is- 
suance of decree No. 1127, published in 
the official gazette of November 22, 
1956, and effective December 7. 

The import ban went into effect on 
May 22 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
June 18, 1956, p. 12). 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








EL SALVADOR _ 


Eases Export Controls 


The following items may now be ex- 
ported from El Salvador under general 
export license: Iron manufactures, 
vehicles, automobile’ parts, bicycles, 
sewing machines, radios, refrigerators, 
tinplate and tinplate manufactures, 
and chemical and pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts. 

Individual permits will no longer be 
required to export these goods. 

This change was put into effect by a 
Ministry of Economy bulletin issued on 
October 1—U. S. Embassy, San Sal- 
vador. 


LEBANON ’ 
Reclassifies Optical Items 


The Lebanese tariff classifications of 
various optical articles have been 
revised, although duties thereon remain 
the same. 

The new items are: 








908. Unmounted lenses, prisms, miir- 
rors, and cther optical components of 
all materials, not including glass articles 
of the same kind optically unwrought; 
polarizing materials in sheets or plates: 

(a) Ready for mounting, 25 percent 
ad valorem. 

(b) Short of beveling operation only, 
15 percent. 

(c) Others, exempt. 


911. Mounted lenses, prisms, mirrors, 
and other optical components of all 
materials for instruments and devices, 
not including glass articles of the same 
kind optically unwrought, 25 percent. 


—U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 
MEXICO 
Controls Electrical Imports 


Stabilizers, reactors, or transformers 
for regulating or limiting the electric 
current in neon or fluorescent gas lamps 
weighing up to 6 kilograms each, have 
been added to the Mexican list of 
products requiring prior import license 
from the Ministry of Economy. 

The licensing requirement for these 
items, which appear under Mexican 
tariff classification No. 732.00.04, went 
into effect on November 27.—Diario 
Oficial, November 27, 1956. 


SYRIA 


Reclassifies Items 


Syria in September changed the im- 
port tariff classifications of several 
items. . 

The new classifications; their duties, 
in Syrian currency per unit specified 
and/or percent ad valorem; and former 
rates, shown in parentheses, are as fol- 
lows (1 Syrian pound of 100 piasters=— 
about US$0.28 at free-market rate): 


533. Velvets and plushes of cotton: 1. Vel- 








10 


’ 


vets and eames of cotton, printed or dyed, 

er net kilogram: 350 piasters, but duty not 
ess than 50 percent ad valorem (50 percent). 
(New classification.) 

965. Celluloid and other plastic materials 
derived from cellulose (cellulose, acetate, vis- 
cose, etc.), in blocks, slabs, tubes, rods, 
sheets, polished or otherwise worked on the 
surface, in rough-shaped pieces; wares of 
these materials: (a) Clothing, suitcases and 
satchels, 40 percent ad valorem (same). (New 
classification. ) 


966. Artificial plastic materials with basis 
of casein, gelatine, starch, in blocks, slabs, 
tubes, rods, sheets, polished or otherwise 
worked on the surface, in rough-shaped 
pieces; wares of these materials: (a) Cloth- 
ing, suitcases, and satchels, 40 percent 
(same). (New classification.) 


967. Artificial plastic materials with a 
basis of phenol, urea, phthalic acid, etc. 
(artificial resins), whether or not incorpo- 
rated with paper or fabric, and other plastic 
materials, n. e.-i., in blocks, slabs, tubes, 
rods, sheets, polished or otherwise worked 
on the surface in rough-shaped pieces; wares 
of these materials: (a) Clothing, suitcases, 
and satchels, 40 percent-(same). (New clas- 
sification.) 


—U. S. Embassy, Damascus. 





Federation-of ... 
(Continued from page 7) 


broths made therefrom; natural sausage cas- 
ings canned or not canned; turtle soup 
canned or not, 20 percent (15). (In this item 
“‘canned’’ means any hermetically sealed con- 
tainer.) 

— Metal and metal alloy sheets, 10 percent 

). 

40. Miscellaneous manufactured articles: 

(h) Vacuum flasks and jugs and component 
parts, 15 percent (10). 

42. Office machines, component parts, and 
accessories; Typewriters; accounting, adding, 
and calculating machines; cash registers: dic- 
tating machines; postage franking machines; 
ticket-issuing machines; addressing machines; 
pencil-sharpening machines; perforating and 
stapling machines: and all other office ma- 
chines not otherwise provided for, 20 per- 
cent (15). 

(43) Groundnuts, per 
(0.0075); M$0.0075 (free). 

44. Other food preparations: - 

(c) Melon seed, 20 percent (15). 

(d) Monosodium glutamate and mixtures 
thereof and autolyzed yeast preparations,’ 20 
percent (15). 

(e) Smoked salmon, 20 percent (free). 

46. Paraffin wax and articles made thereof, 
20 percent (15); 10 (6). 


47. (b) Petrol, per gallon, M$1 (0.73). 


49. Pigments, paints, and varnishes, 20 per- 
cent (15). 

50. (a) Panax ginseng, panax quinquefo- 
lium, and panax repens, per pound, M$7.50 
(25 percent). 

57. Sewing machines, industrial or house- 
hold, and parts and accessories, 20 percent 
(15). 

58. Smoking requisites, 25 percent (20). 

59. Soaps of all kinds and substitutes there- 
for, 20 percent (15). 

60. Sugar: 

(b) Crude carbohydrates and the residues 
from the refining or partial refining of carbo- 
hydrates, per pound, M$0.05 (0.02); M$0.03 
(free). 

61. Tapioca flour and sago flour, per pound, 
M$0.05 (0.03). 

€3. Textiles, 
parel: 

(a) Piece goods, woven, knitted, laced, or 
felted, made of any natural or synthetic fiber 
or filament and any mixture of materials, in- 
cluding all textile goods, whether finished or 
not, other than yarn, thread, gunnies, and 
waste, 25 percent (20); 15 percent (10) or, if 
fielding a higher duty per square yard, 

$0.12 (0.05); M$0.095 (0.025). 

(b) Hosiery of pure silk, 25 percent (15); 
20 (10). 

(c) Piece goods made of any natural or 
synthetic fiber or filament, women, knitted, 
laced, or felted, coated or impregnated with 
synthetic plastic, printed, embossed, grained, 
glazed, or plain, 25 percent (20); 15 (10). 

(d) Wearing apparel not otherwise provid- 
ed for, including boots, bootees, shoes, over- 
shoes, slippers, and sandals of all descrip- 
tions and of whatever material, finished or 


pound, M$0.015 


textile substitutes, and ap- 


unfinished, other than articles specified in 
wey (e), which follows, 25 percent (20); 

( a 

(e) Boots, bootees, shoes, overshoes, sli 
pers, and sandals of all descriptions made 
wholly or partly or rubber, balata, or gutta- 
percha, except those with outer — of up- 
per, made entirely of leather or leather and 
elastic apart from stitchings, fastenings, or 
ornaments, per pair, M$1 (0.70); M$0.60 (0.30), 

67. Travel goods made of any material oth- 
er than leather, imitation leather, or textiles, 
including boxes, trunks, suitcases, attache 
cases, traveling bags, dressing cases, hat- 
boxes, uniform, brief, and document cases, 
writing cases, grips, haversacks, rucksac 
kitbags, and packs, but excluding ladies 
handbags without keylocks and not exceed. 
ing 12 inches in length or width exclusive of 
handle, 15 percent (10). 


68. Twines and ropes of jute, cotton, ramie, 
flax, sisal, coir, hemp, nylon, or other ma- 
terials other than metals, 15 percent (10). 


_69. Umbrellas and lampshades covered with 
silk, artificial silk, or cotton, 15 percent (65); 
10 (free). 

70. Wireless sets and parts and accesso- 
ries, excluding dictating machines; musical 
instruments and parts, excluding pianos, 26 
percent (20); 20 (15). 


_ 71. Worked wood and synthetic substitutes, 
including veneers, hardboard, fiberboard, 
softboard, artificial or reconstituted wood, 
laminated plastics, shavings or sawdust ag- 
glomerated with natural or artificial resins or 
other organic substances, and other wood 
simply shaped or worked not otherwise pro- 
vided for, but excluding joss sticks: boxes, 
cases, or cooperage products assembled at 
time of import; manufactured articles of 
wood; and sawn timber, 20 percent (15). 
72. Cheese, 10 percent (free). 


73. Exposed cinematographic film, positive 
or negative, developed or undeveloped, 
whether or not containing or consisting of 
sound track: 

(a) Containing sound track only, per linear 
foot, M$0.05. (New classification.) 

(b) Containing photographs only, per linear 
foct, M$0.05. (New classification. ) 

(c) Other film, per linear foot, 
(New classification.) 

Excluding film: (i) Less than 12 feet in 
length; (ii) consisting wholly of photographs, 
with or without sound track, which at time 
of import is a means of communicating news; 
(iii) consisting wholly of photographs, with 
or without sound track, intended solely for 
educational use provided that such film is so 
used; (iv) proven to the satisfaction of cus- 
toms authorities to have been previously im- 
ported into the principal customs area under 
this item; (v) imported solely as advertisin 
matter, other than film trailers; (vi) produc 
by the Malayan Film Unit. 

74. Lumber, excluding railway sleepers: 

(a) Timber, planed, grooved, or worked, 
not otherwise provided for, 15 percent. (New 
classification. ) 

(b) Timber, sawn, 10 percent. (New classifi- 
tion.) 

75. Weighbridges, weighing machines, ap- 
paratus for weighing, and parts and accesso- 
ries, 15 percent. (New classification. ) 

76. Plastic sheets and sheetings made from 
- synthetic material, transparent, opaque, 
colored, printed, embossed, or plain, 25 per- 
cent. (New classification.) 

77. Polishes: Floor, furniture, leather, met- 
al, and similar polishes and dressings, includ- 
ing blacking and shoe dressings, but exclud- 
ing French polish, 25 percent. (New classifi- 
tion.) 


—U.S.Consulate General, Kuala Lumpur: 

An announcement that Malayan im- 
port duties had been raised appeared in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, November 
26, 1956, page 8. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the Far Eastern Division, 
U. 8. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


M$0.10. 





French dried prune production in 1956 
is expected to total 5,500 short ‘tons, 
only 60 percent of the 1955 crop now 
estimated at 9,200 tons, and the small- 
est since 1952, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Engineering Concern in Seven Foreign Governments Invite - 
Bids on Equipment and Materials — 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for items of potential interest to 


India Plans Expansion 


Prem Engineering Co., a firm en- 
gaged in the fabrication of parts for 
chemical machinery, and the erection of 
chemical plants, is interested in secur- 
ing capital and technical collaboration 
from private U. S. firms for the expan- 
sion of its activities. 

The company is particularly inter- 
ested in U. S. collaboration in the con- 
struction of a plant for te fabrication 
of heavy and light ferrous and non- 
ferrous metal equipment for the chem- 
ical industry. 

The supply of technical know-how 
and permission to utilize U. S. patents 
for the manufacture of household elec- 
trical appliances and industrial elec- 
trical equipment also are desired. As 
an initial venture, the firm proposes 
the manufacture of insulated conduc- 
tors, cables and wires, and the latest 
insulating materials. 

Prem Engineering Co. reportedly will 
offer, in exchange for the investment 
which it seeks, a proportionate share 
in the equity capital of a new com- 
pany to be organized for this proposed 
project, and a share in the management 
of the new company. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with the company, 
Nishat Building, Godowalia, Banaras, 
U. P., India. A World Trade Directory 
report on Prem Engineering is avail- 
able to qualified U. S. firms from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D, C. 





Latin American Textile Firm 
Offers Investment Opening 


A reportedly well-established and re- 
liable textile manufacturing firm in 
Latin America is’ seeking private U. S. 
capital participation, technical know- 
how, and managerial assistance for the 
expansion and modernization of its 
mills. 

The company, which manufactures 
cloth for men, poplin for women, gab- 
ardine, and mosquito netting, requires 
approximately US$1 million for a new 
powerplant and spinning machinery. 
The company manager also desires the 
investor to be an experienced textile 
man who could serve as a vice presi- 
dent and general manager of the firm 
under the present owner. 

Additional data concerning this pro- 
posal will be furnished upon request by 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
3, D. G 


December 24, 1956 


U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


The bid invitations are as follows: 


Ceylon 


Medicinal castor oil, B.P. 5,000 gal- 
lons; 20 million tablets of ferri carb 
sacch B.P.; 15,000 pounds spirit aether 
nitrosi, B.P.; 6,000 pounds bismuth car- 
bonate, B.P.; 24,000 pounds iron and 
ammonium citrate, B.P. granules; and 
4,500 hundredweight magnesium sul- 
fate, B.P.; bids invited until February 
26, 1957, by the Chairman, Tender 
Board, Ministry of Health, P. O. Box 
500, Colombo.* 


Greece 


Sulfate of copper, 2,000 to 2,500 met- 
ric tons; bids invited until December 
29 by the Agricultural Bank of Greece, 
Athens.* 


Lubricating oils, 430 metric tons, 
bid deadline January 3; 1,264 metric 
tons lubricating oils and* 3,500 pounds 
lubricating grease, January 4, 1957; 
bids invited by the Ministry of Finance, 
State Procurement Service, 56 El. Veni- 
zelos Street, Athens.* ‘ 

Transmitter tubes, 824; bids invited 
until January 10 by National Broad- 
casting Institute, 1 Parnassou Street, 
Athens.* 

Tarpaulins, 70; bids invited until 
January 10 by Hellenic State Railways 
(SEK), 12 b ,Polytechniou Street, 
Athens.* 

Elevators, 2, bid deadline January 10; 
14 X-ray diagnostic units, valued at 
about $240,000, January 17; bids invited 
by the Institute of Social Insurance 
(IKA), 4 Kapddistriou Street, Athens. 

Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek ‘Foreign Trade Admin- 
istration, 1028 Connecticut Avenue 
NW., Suite 714, Washington, D.C. ~ 


India 


Indoor and outdoor switchgear for the 
Tennubodduvara switching station ex- 
tensions, including six 2,500-mv.-a., 132- 
kv., 600-amp. air-blast circuit break- 
ers; nine 132-kv., 600-amp, air break 
switches, pneumatically operated; two 
132-kv. 110-v, potential transformers; 
eight 132-kv. lightning arresters; bids 
invited until January 4, 1957, by the 
Superintending Engineer, Technical 





(Electrical), Electricity Department, 
Government of Andhra Pradesh, 20 
Rutland Gate, Madras 6. Specifications 
may be purchased from that office for 
$4.20 a set plus 6 cents sales tax. 


One mobile crane, 10-ton capacity, 
bid deadline January 4; 2 fork lift 
trucks, battery operated, January 10; 3 
fork lift trucks, diesel operated, Janu- 
ary 11; 5 wharf cranes for South Quay 
II, January 10; bids invited by the 
Chief Engineer, Madras Port Trust, 
Madras 1, and tender documents may 
be purchased from the Deputy Chief 
Accountant of that office for $5.25 for 
the first item, $2.10 each for the next 
two, and $3.15 a set for the wharf 
cranes. 


Supply of generating station equip- 
ment comprising water turbines, gener- 
ators, transformers, switchgear, ancil- 
lary equipment, and remote supervisory 
control gear for the Panniar hydro- 
electric project; bids invited until 

(Continued on page 12) 





Electrolysis Plant 


Planned in India 


Nangal Fertilizers & Chemicals Pri- 
vate, Ltd., a government-controlled cor- 
poration, has invited tenders for elec- 
trolytic cells and accessories for the pro- 
duction of hydrogen and oxygen. 


Tenders, due on January 31, 1957, 
should be for a plant with a minimum 
acceptable production of 25,000 cubic 
meters an hour of 100-percent pure and 
bone-dry hydrogen at standard tem- 
perature and pressure, defined as zero 
degrees centigrade and 760-millimeter 
hydrographic pressure. 

A copy of the tender invitation and 
other information are available for re- 
view on toan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested parties are invited to send 
bids to Nangal Fertilizers & Chemicals 
Private, Ltd., 157/48 Diplomatic En- 
clave, New Delhi, attention Mr. B. C. 
Mukharji, managing director; and its 
authorized agent, Vitro Engineering 
Division, 225 Fourth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y., attention Mr. Raymond Moss, 
procurement manager. 
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Investment Leads in Turkey Cited 


Six new opportunities for investment by private U. S. firms, in the 
form of equity and loan capital, machinery, technical assistance, and 
know-how, have been reported to the Bureau of Foreign Commerce by 
the U. S. Trade Mission to Turkey. The mission was in Turkey from 


August 20 to September 29, 1956. 
The proposals are listed below. In- 
terested firms are invited to correspond 
direct with the companies or individ- 
uals at the addresses given for complete 
details concerning each proposal. 

Celal Demirgures, owner of the firm 
Sumer Makine Fabrikasi, foundry 
machine-shop operator, and manufac- 
turer of roller cotton gins, offers a 
partnership in the firm in exchange for 
modern U. S. equipment. Correspond- 
ence may be addressed to Mr. Demir- 
gures, Izmir. 

Ertucrul Colak, manufacturer of elec- 
trodes for welding, seeks machinery and 
technical assistance for production ex- 
pansion. Local capital available for 
proposed plant expansion and opera- 


tion. Mr. Colak’s address is Kiremitve ~ 


Kereste Fabrikasi, Eskisehir. 

Edip -Kaya Morsallioglu Ve Ortak- 
lari, manufacturer of soap, oils, cleaning 
powders, and caustic soda, wishes cap- 
ital for the purchase of new machinery. 
Offers 45-percent interest in _ firm. 
Firm's address is Hurriyet Cad. 144, 
Izmir. 

Ali Galip Karaagac, president of a 
company of the same name, manufac- 








turing Helva candy, seeks new candy- 
making machinery for increased pro- 


duction. Firm also wishes investor to 
provide machinery for automatic pack- 
aging of product. Address correspond- 
ence to Mr. Karaagac, Bagdat Cad. 42, 
Izmir. : 

Sabhattin Oztan, manufacturer of 
automobile storage batteries, wants 
capital participation for the establish- 
ment of new plant facilities. Cor- 
respondence should be addressed to 
Mr. Oztan, Bethiye Cad. 4; Izmir. 


Halil Yasin, owner of the firm of 
Kartal Kiremit Fabrikasi, manufac- 
turer of roofing material, seeks U. S. 
technical assistance, know-how, and 
equipment for the modernization and 
expansion of present facilities. Roofing 
material now being manufactured is 
primarily of ceramic tile on thatch. 
Cempany wants technical data on new- 
ly developed low-cost roofing material. 
Mr. Yasin’s address is Eskisehir, Turkey. 

Other opportunities for investment in 
Turkey were reported in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, October 8, 1956, page 14, 
and October 22, 1956, page 17. 





Seven Foreign... 

(Continued from page 11) 
January 30 by the Chief Engineer 
(Electricity), Government of Kerala, 
Post Box No. 65, Trivandrum 1. Copy 
of tender notice, specifications, and 
blueprints available.* 


iran 

Eight miscellaneous technical items, 
such as portable compressors and pick 
axes, bid deadline January 9, 1957; rails 
and wagonettes, January 12; 250 car- 
bide Jamps, January 13; and 5 machines 
for sharpening boring drills, January 
14; bids invited by the Iranian Mining 
& Metal Smelting Co., Tehran.* 

Two scales for weighing trucks, ca- 
pacity 30 tons each, c. i. f. Khorram- 
shahr; bids invited until January 30 by 
the Administration General of Cus- 
toms, Tehran. 


Pakistan 

Broad gage (5’' 6”) diesel .electric 
locomotives, 12 or alternatively 18; 
bids invited until January 23;-1957, by 
the Director General (Railways), Rail- 
way Division, Ministry of Communica- 
tions, Government of Pakistan- Ka- 
rachi.* 

Copper wire and accessories as fol- 
lows: 4 million pounds copper wire 
hard drawn 200 lb. per mile, 5 million 
pounds copper wire hard drawn 300 lb. 
per mile, 50,000 lb. copper-weld wire 
242 lb. per mile, 150,000 units of copper 
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binders 14 Stubbs Wire Gage (SWG) 
2’ 6”, 10,000 units copper coils 22 SWG 
28” long, 50,000 units copper coils 22 
SWG 48” long, 50,000 copper coils 19 
SWG 54” long; 

One thousand units tool-jointing cen- 
ter twist for 40-lb.-per-mile gage of 
wire, 20,000 sleeves for jointing cad- 
mium copper wire 40-lb.-per-mile gage, 
75,000 binders cadmium copper, 75,000 
tapes cadmium copper; bids invited un- 
til January 2, 1957, by the Purchase 
Coordinating Officer, Posts and Tele- 
graphs Directorate General, Block No. 
32, Pakistan Secretariat, Karachi.* 
Rhodesia 

Telephone equipment as follows: 10,- 
000 bracing straps for telephone poles, 
item No. 3335.* 

Post-office brackets, 20,000, for fitting 
to telephone poles, item No. 3336.* 

Four-core indoor telephone distribu- 
tion wire, 100,000 yards, item No. 3337.* 

Telephone dry cells, 60,000, item No. 
3339.* 

Tenders on these items are invited 
until January 4, 1957, by the Office of 
the Controller of Stores and Transport, 
P. O. Box 8048, Causeway, Southern 
Rhodesia. 


Saudi Arabia 

Scales, 18, of various sizes ranging 
from 3-ton units to small balance 
scales; bids invited by the Director 
General of Customs, Jidda.* 


Danish Firm Asks Capital 
For Dairy, Nylon Items 


Edwards & Rassmussen, machinery 
manufacturer and construction firm, is 
interested in obtaining approximately 
US$100,000 capital participation from a 
U. S. firm for the commercial produc- 
tion in Denmark and the United States 
of a cream powder and tablet. 


The product—developéd by the firm, 
International Morfat Corp., a company 
in which Edwards & Rassmussen re- 
portedly holds a financial interest—is 
described as an instant cream com- 
pound containing only pure components 
of cream. 

The company estimates that the cost 
of a production plant in Denmark would 
be approximately US$100,000, whereas 
an estimated US$1 million would be re- 
quired for production facilities in the 
United States. The cream-making 
process was registered in the United 
States on April 22, 1955, for patent. 
The application number is 503355. 

Edwards & Rassmussen also seek U. 
S. private capital participation for the 
establishment of a manufacturing plant 
for nylon products. The proposed plant 
will have an initial annual production 
capacity of 3,000 tons, but will be con- 
structed with a view to doubling that 
production later. Capital requirements 
are estimated at $15 million to $30 
million for this project. 

Firms interested in either or both of 
these proposals are invited to corre- 
spond direct with C. O. Rassmussen, 
owner, 2 Vestergade, Copenhagen, Den- 
mark. A World Trade Directory report 
on Edwards & Rassmussen is available 
to qualified U. S. companies from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D..C., for $1. 





investment in 


JAPAN 


basic information for 
United States businessmen 


. « » One of a series of country 
handbooks prepared by the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce... 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











Foreign Commerce Weekly 











—eClUCiCCOwrhU = S&S ™ 


we, ww 


we & We 


de 


wer Ft wr Per fee 








en 








W. German Firm Seeks 


Oil-Burner License 


Scheidt & Bachmann AG., operators 
of an iron foundry and manufacturers 
of tank equipment, compressors, gas 
pumps, and signaling equipment, wants 
a licensing arrangement with a U.’S. 
firm for the manufacture of oil burners. 

The company, established in 1872, is 
said to be well organized and to em- 
ploy a highly trained staff for the pro- 
duction of its equipment, a large por- 
tion of which is sold to the German 
Federal railway, and international oil 
companies. Factory facilities cover an 
area of 50,000 square meters. 

Details concerning the firm’s opera- 
tions and the arrangements desired for 
the production of oil burners will be 
furnished upon request to Fritz Miller, 
manager, 132 Breite Strasse, Rheydt/ 
Rhid., West Germany. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Scheidt & Bachmann is available to 
qualified U. S. companies from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25) 
D. C., for $1. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 


wl 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms ‘or individuals of good repute, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce cannot 
assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms, 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, or through the 
Department of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad, 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol] (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may 
obtain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Machinery 
England . 
Lumber Products, Ltd. (importer of 





December 24, 1956 


lumber, veneers, plywood, etc.; exporter, 
sales agent of general merchandise), 
120 Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2, wishes 
to export direct or through agent small 
agricultural tractors, 


Alcoholic Beverages 
France 


Etablissements Pere Anselme (pro- 
ducer, exporter), Chateauneuf-du-Pape, 
Vaucluse, wishes to export. direct 
throughout the United States, except 
California and Texas where already 
represented, the following wines: Cotes- 
du-Rhone, Tavel, Hermitage, Cote Rotie, 
and Chateauneuf-du-Pape, 


Bones 
Colombia ‘ 


Steve Frolich (export and commission 
merchant), Apartado Aereo 1435, Cali, 
Valle, wishes to export direct 30 tons 
monthly of dry animal bones. 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft 
British East Africa 


Moloo Brothers & Co., Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler of ivory curios, piece goods, 
carpets, brassware, watches, cloths, and 
jewelry; | manufacturer, exporter’ of 
handicrafts), P. O. Box 53, Dar es 
Salaam, Tanganyika, wishes to export 
direct or through agent a variety of 
curios handmade from local ebony wood. 
Assortment of samples will be supplied 
by shipper upon receipt of £10 (fl= 
US$2.80). 


Germany 


Heiner Mueller & Co. (exporter), 
Weserstrasse 28, Rinteln/Weser, wishes 
to export direct or through agent a 
musical base for dishes, ashtrays, boxes, 
etc., in red, white, and white with red 
dots, 10.5 cm. in diameter, and 5.5 cm. 
in height, each packed in gift box. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Union of South Africa 

African Export Import (B.P.H. Cur- 
ran), 212 Oxford St., East London, 
wishes to export African curios and 
beadwork. Samples of beadwork avail- 
able.* 


Cutlery 


Thailand 

The Pratib Co., Ltd. (importer, whole- 
saler of luggage; manufacturer, export- 
er of silver jewelry and bronze cutlery), 
1277 New Road, P. O. Box 533, Bang- 
kok, wishes to export direct or through 
agent, ultimately appointing sole distrib- 
utors, high-quality handmade bronze 
table cutlery. 


Electrical Equipment 


Germany 

Walter Brandt GmbH (importer of 
switches and condenser foils; manufac- 
turer), 68 Heidensche Strasse, Lage/Lip- 
pe, wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of selenium 
rectifier plates. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive leaflet available.* 





Ethiopia Invites Bids on 
Telephone Exchange 


The Imperial Board of Telecom- 
munications of Ethiopia, Post Box 
1047, Addis Ababa, has invited 
bids until January 2, 1957, for the 
installation of an automatic tele- 
phone exchange in Asmara. 

The automatic telephone ex- 
change should have a capacity of 
3,000 lines, of which 500 ‘are for 
PBX lines and 100 for 2-party 
lines; 1,000 telephone instruments 
and 30 pay stations are required. 

, Copies of the specifications are 
available for review on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, 

~ Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











Felt 
France 

Weiller & Co. (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), Quai de la Charente, 
Angouleme, Charente, wishes to export 
direct to consuming industries large 
quantities of very good quality felts of 
all sizes for paper, cardboard, cellulose, 
and wood pulp; also for asbestos, print- 
ing, tanning, filters, and various other 
industrial and technical purposes. 

The felts reportedly are of high- 
quality felting wool; also of pure cotton, 
cotton. and wool, and/or a combination 
of the latter products with synthetic 
fibers, and are rendered bacteria-proof 
through chemical treatment. For fur- 
ther information, samples, and price 
quotations, interested U. S. firms are 
invited to write directly to the French, 
firm. Catalog of photographs showing 
processing procedures available.* 


Housewares 
Germany 


Jakob Bishoff O.H.G. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 36 Ulmerstrasse, Reichen- 
bach/Fils, wishes to export direct 
wooden household and kitchen utensils, 
including ladles, rolling pins, stampers, 
meat beaters, cutting or pastry boards, 
plates, butter molds, pastry molds, 
vegetable slicers, onion cutters, salt 
shakers, salt containers, protective table 
covers, toys, and numerous other items. 
Merchandise worth $30,000 available 
monthly. Catalog With price informa- 
tion and description in German avail- 
able.* 


Iron and Steel 
Denmark 
Skanacid A/S (importer, sales agent 
of marine equipment; export-commis- 
sion merchant), P. O. Box 2, Hellerup, 
Copenhagen, wishes to export direct or 
through agents in eastern United States 


- 
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cast iron, steel goods, forged steel, and 
castings. 
England 

John H. Boaler, Ltd, (export, import, 
and buying merchant, and wholesaler), 
195 Icknield St., Birmingham 18, wishes 
to export direct 1,000 tons monthly of 
the following: Heavy bright rolled flats 
up to 14” wide x %” and thinner; cold 
rolled strip up to 12” wide x %” and 
thinner; precision flats from %” to 2” 
x %” and thinmer; and flatwire under 
%” x %&”. 


Jewelry 
Thailand 
The Pratib Co., Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler of luggage; manufacturer, 


exporter of silver jewelry and bronze 
cutlery), 1277 New Road, P. O. Box 
533, Bangkok, wishes to export direct 
or through agent high-quality handmade 
silver niello jewelry. 


Laces 
Belgium 

Belgian Lace Center (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 2 Steenhouwer- 
sdijk, Bruges, wishes to export hand- 
made laces. 
Machinery 
England 

M. Bolson & Co., Ltd. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 13/15 Vine Hill, Clerkenwell, 
London, E.C, 1, wishes to export direct 
embossing presses for use on paper such 
as company seals and addresses. 


Millinery 


Colombia 

Steve Frolich (export and commission 
merchant), Aptdo. Aereo 1435, Cali, 
Valle, wishes to export direct high- 
quality fine colored Colombian straw 
hats in all sizes, in small lots. 


Parakeets 

France 

Les Etablissements Rene Bastide 
(breeder, wholesaler, exporter), 20 


Avenue de Frizac, Toulouse, Haute- 
Garonne, wishes to export direct ap- 
proximately 20,000 annually of aviary- 
bred parakeets (budgerigars), minimum 
order, 20 pairs of different colors such 
as cobalt, green, yellow, blue, turquoise, 
mauve, and white. 

Each shipment will be accompanied 
by sanitary inspection certificate issued 
at Toulouse by Services Veterinaires, a 
French official organization under the 
Department of Agriculture. Price list 
available.* 


Photographic Equipment 
Denmark 

Ib Gad Andersen (export merchant), 
Blok 16/20 Sollerod Park, Holte, Copen- 
hagen, wishes to export direct or 
through agent high-quality photographic 
enlarging equipment for amateurs, 
Pumps 
Denmark 

Refimex A/S (manufacturer, exporter 
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Condensed-Milk Bids 
Wanted by Burma 


The Chairman, Civil Supplies 
Management Board, Food Imports 
Branch, Rangoon, invites bids un- 
til December 31 for condensed 
milk as follows: 280,000 cases of 
forty-eight 14-ounce tins of sweet- 
ened condensed milk, 31-percent 
milk solids and 9-percent butter- 
fat, to be delivered in 70,000-case 
lots in February, March, April, 
and May, 1957; and 60,000 cases of 
forty-eight 16-ounce tins of un- 
sweetened evaporated milk, 28- 
percent milk solids and 8-percent 
butterfat, to be delivered in 
15,000-case lots in February, 
March, April, and May, 1957. 

Quotations should be c. i. f. 
Rangoon in pounds sterling per 
wooden case, together with the 
brand name, period of shipment, 
country of origin, and port of 
shipment. 











of machine tools and handtools, pumps 
and automatic pumping plants, agri- 
cultural machinery, central heating, 
sanitary articles, hardware, electric and 
technical articles, and other industrial 
products), Sondergade 3, Randers, 
wishes to export direct or through 
regional agents in New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, and New Orleans, water 
pumps including centrifugal pumps, 
automatic shallow-well pumps, deep- 
well piston pumps, and deep well tur- 
bine pumps. Illustrated and descriptive 
leaflets available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Machinery 


Venezuela 

Alfredo Wallis B. & Cia, S.A. (im- 
porting distributor of machinery -and 
spare parts), 3 Calle Samanes, La 
Florida, Aptdo. 2574, Caracas, wishes 
to purchase direct agricultural ma- 
chinery and supplies. 





Electrical Equipment 


Germany 

ELAG Elektro-Montagen Inh. J. Klein 
(manufacturer, wholesaler of measuring 
instruments, small tools, electrotechnical 
requirements and insulation material, 
etc.), 2-4 Overbeckstrasse, Koeln- 
Ehrenfeld, wishes to purchase direct 
electrotechnical and electronic novelties 
suitable for the German market. Firm 
is also interested in obtaining licenses 
of novelties in the electrotechnical field 
for own production. 


Feedstuffs 


Germany 
Heinrich Brand (importer of oilcake 


and oilseed grain, wholesaler; manufac- 
turer of concentrated feed), 12 Mueller- 
Strasse, Krefeld-Linn, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 100-ton lots of oilcakes 
and oilseed grain, Firm requests offers 
c.i.f. Rotterdam, where quality inspec- 
tions are made at harbor. 


Foodstuffs 
Canada 


H. N. Groman Co., Ltd. (manufac- 
turer, importing distributor, manufac- 
turer’s agent), 257 Cumberland St., 
Ottawa, Ontario, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for complete 
unit of emergency field rations. 


Venezuela 

E. Benedetti F. (importing distributor 
of provisions in general, wines, and 
liquors), No. 88 Pajaro a Curamichate, 
Aptdo. 622, Caracas, wishes to purchase 
direct canned fruits and vegetables. 


Glue 


Venezuela 

“Triplex”—Corporacion Industrial 
Venezolana (manufacturer of plywood), 
No. 211, Edificio Karam, Avenida 
Urdaneta, Caracas, wishes to purchase 
direct glue for use in the manufacture 
of plywood. 


Machinery 


Indonesia 

Tan Jewellers (manufacturer of all 
kinds of jewelry and diamond cutting; 
retailer of jewelry, diamond, and gold 
articles), No. 62 Djl. Bubutan, Surabaya, 
wishes to purchase direct. one diamond 
saw machine for firm’s use in cutting 
diamonds, 


Venezuela 

Hojafan, C.A. (manufacturer of plas- 
tics, wholesaler; importer of raw mate- 
rials for manufacturing), Edificio Cam- 
ara de Comercio, Avenida Este 2, Aptdo. 
5236, Este, Caracas, wishes to purchase 


direct machinery for manufacture of 
plastics. 
Venewela 
“Triplex”—Corporacion Industrial 


Venezolana (manufacturer of plywood), 
No. 211, Edificio Karam, Avenida Urd- 
aneta, Caracas, seeks direct purchase of 
machinery for manufacture of Bristol 
board. 


Veneruela 

Alfredo Wallis B. & Cia. S.A. (im- 
porting distributor of machinery and 
spare parts), 3 Calle Samanes, La 
Florida, Aptdo. 2574, Caracas, wishes to 
purchase direct machinery and supplies 
for woodworking, shoemaking, and 
printing. 


Photographic Equipment 


Germany 

Guido Beyrich, Projektoren- und Ap- 
paratebau (manufacturer of projectors 
and picture screens; exporter), 62 Moos- 
strasse, Nuernberg, wishes to purchase 
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direct heat-absorbing filter discs, 500 
mm. 
Steel 
Belgium 

Yves de Beukelaer (importer, whole- 
saler of high-quality steel), 189 Avenue 
des Petits Coqs, Antwerp, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 1,000 to 10,000 Ibs. of high- 


quality stainless steel, types 302, 304, 
309, and 316, 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 





Air-Conditioning Equipment 
Iran 


Iran National Trading Co. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent, com- 
mission merchant for diesel engines, 
powerplants, radio communications 
equipment, and pumps), Iran-Gharb 
Blidg., Shah Reza Ave., Tehran, seeks 
agency for industrial air-conditioning 
equipment. 


Alcoholic Beverages 


Veneruela 

Morris E. Curiel & Sons, S.A. (im- 
porting distributor of liquors, perfumes, 
office supplies, bathing suits, belts, etc.), 
No. 87 Platanal a Candilito, Aptdo. 
232, Caracas, seeks agency for liquors. 


Electrical Equipment 
Colombia 


DN—Walter Lullemann (manufac- 
turer’s representative for drugs, chem- 
icals, hospital equipment and supplies), 
No. 6-65, Carrera 16, Cali, Valle, wishes 


to obtain agency for industrial electrical 


equipment and supplies. Catalogs and 
offers are desired for exclusivc repre- 
sentation; 


Foodstuffs 


Venezuela 

Francisco Dorta A. (importer, whole- 
saler of provisions, wines, and liquors), 
No. 280 Ave. Sucre, Catia, Caracas, 
seeks agency for wheat flour. 


General Merchandise, Novelties 


Belgian Congo 

SCEI—Societe Commissionnaire d’Ex- 
portation et d'Importation B.P. 684, 
Leopoldville, wishes agency for general 
trade goods and novelties for the 
African market. 


Jewelry 
Belgium 

Bijoutrust (importer, wholesaler of 
imitation jewelry), 34 rue de la Loi, 
Brussels, seeks agency for imitation 
jewelry and necklace clasps. 


Machinery 


lran 

Iran National Trading Co. (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer's agent, 
commission merchant for diesel engines, 
powerplants, radio communications 
equipment, and pumps), Iran-Gharb 
Blidg., Shah Reza Avenue, Tehran, seeks 
agency for heavy industrial equipment, 
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including earthmoving machines, chem- 
ical plant equipment, etc, 


Venezuela 


E. Quadrone—“Magquinarias y Equi- 
pos” (manufacturer’s agent), No. 10 
Avenida Principal San Agustin del Sur, 
Aptdo. 3829, Caracas, seeks agency for 
machinery for coffee grinding, wood- 
working, and sawmill, 


Miscellaneous 
Canada 


H. N. Groman Co., Ltd. (manufac- 
turer, importing distributor, manufac- 
turer’s agent), 257 Cumberland St., 
Ottawa, Ontario, wishes to represent 
U. S. manufacturers of products having 
sales potentials in Canada, 


lran 


Total Co., Ltd. (importer of drugs, 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, foodstuffs, 
cosmetics; exporter of raw materials; 
manufacturer of patent medicines), 
Passage Rezai, Ave. Nasser-Khosrow, 
P. O. Box 535, Tehran, seeks agency 
for drugs, chemicals, and chemical 
equipment and machinery. Manager of 
firm presently visiting in the United 
States, and correspondence should be 
directed to Dr. Nasser Haddad, 1530 
16th St., NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


Textiles 
Southern Rhodesia 

Overseas Sales Corp, (Pvt.), Ltd. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 


agent), 46 Rezende St., P. O. Box 1099, 
Salisbury, seeks agency for textiles. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Argentina 


Jack Vengerov, representing Teje- 
duria Trion, Moreno 2045, Buenos Aires, 
is interested in obtaining technical in- 
formation on textile machinery. Was 
scheduled to arrive December 9, via 
New York, for a 20-day visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Gorham Hotel, 155 West 
55th St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York; Philadelphia; and Laconia, 
N. H. 


Israel 


Alfred Rosenthaler, representing 
Joseph Rosenthaler (commission mer- 
chant, sales agent, importer of machine 
tools, metalworking machinery), 22 


Merkas Mishari St., Tel Aviv, whose®* 


visit was announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, November 12, 1956, page 
16, may be reached at the following 
address: c/o Mr. H. Spira, 924 43d St., 
Brodklyn 19, N. Y. 


Netherlands 


R. C. Vrakking, representing ‘Het 
Oosters Tapijthuis,’.7 D Jansbinnen- 
singel, Arnhem, is interested in export- 
ing oriental and European carpets to the 


United States, Was scheduled to arrive 
December 12, via New York, for a 
week’s visit. U. S. address: c/o Vanhof 
& Bilokker, 8 Cogswell St, Ix 
Mass. Itinerary: Boston and New 4 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared, 


Turkey 


Anastasious Samouhos, representing 
French-American Book Shop (importer, 
wholesaler, retailer, sales/indent agent), 
513 Istiklal Caddesi, Beyoglu, Istanbul, 
is interested in import of all types of 
books, magazines, and newspapers, and 
seeks technical inforrgation on Amer- 
ican publishers and the publishing trade, 
Was scheduled to arrive December 7, 
via New York, for a visit of about 50 
days. U. S. address: c/o F. Simons & 
Francouer Inc., 270 Park Ave., New 
York 17, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, and Washington. 


s 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 

phed copies may be obtained 
Sg nl domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $2-a list 
for each country, 

Most of these lists are prefs 
aced by a brief review of ic 
trade and industry data collected 
in making the compilations. 

Aircraft and Aeronautical Supply and 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 


Mexico. November 1956. 


Business Firms—Cape Verde Islands. 
December 1956. 


Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Panama. November 1956. 

Coffee and Cocoa Exporters—Costa 
Rica. November 1956. 

Confectionery Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers—Hong Kong. November 
1956. 

Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Man- 
ufacturers and Exporters—Burma, De- 
cember 1956. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Italy. November 
1956. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Manu- 
facturers, and Exporters—Brazil. No- 


~ vember 1956. 


Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Cuba. December 1956. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—Portugal. December 1956. 

Hotels—Austria. December 1956. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Algeria. 
November 1956. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Nether- 
lands West Indies—November 1956. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—United Kingdom. December 1956. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 











WTIS reports, presented in an .im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four con- 
venient “packages”: 


Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 
4, Utilities Abroad ($3 a year, $4 if 
mailed abroad). 


Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances. payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department’s 
Field Uffices or the Superintendent of 
Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Operations Reports 

Living Costs and Conditions in Paki- 
stan. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-102. 6 pp. 
10 cents. 

Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Italy. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-103. 3 pp. 
10 cents. 

Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Argentina. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-105. 
4 pp. 10 cents. 

Import Tariff System of Lebanon. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-106. 2 pp. 10 cents. 
Statistical Reports 

Foreign Trade of the Philippines, 
1954-55. WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-46. 4 pp. 
20 cents. 

Foreign Trade of Denmark, 1954-55. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-47. 4 pp. 20 cents. 

World Trade Review as of October 
1956. WTIS, Part 3, No, 56-48. 11 pp. 
20 cents. 

Contribution of Imports to U. S. Food 
Supplies, 1955, and Comparisons With 
1953 and 1954. WTIS, Part 3, No, 56-49. 
4 pp. 20 cents. 

F6reign Trade of Italy, 1954-55. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-50. 4 pp. 20 cents. 

Foreign Trade of the Union of South 
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ie Books 
Reports 


Chemical and Rubber Industry Report. 
Washington, D. C. U. S. Department 
of Commerce, November 1956. 27 pp. 
Articles on plastics in Egypt, the 

Philippines, and Yugoslavia are con- 

tained in this latest issue of a monthly 

report prepared by the Business and De- 
fense Services Administration. ; 

Developments in the Canadian rub- 
ber-footwear industry, foreign motor 
vehicle tire production, and recent de- 
velopments in the Spanish chemical in- 
dustry also are discussed. In addition, 
the report gives U. S. foreign trade sta- 
tistics on organic, inorganic, and agri- 
cultural chemicals, antibiotics, and sulfa 

drugs for selected months, 1955-56. 
The publication may be obtained from 

the U. S. Department of ‘Commerce, 

Washington 25, D. C., or any of the 

Department's Field Offices, at 15 cents 

a copy. 


Middle East Oil, Europe’s Lifeblood? 
A Special Study. The Banker, 9/11 
Poultry, London, E.C.2, 1956. 28 pp. 
1s. 6d. 

A study of the history, growth, and 
importance of Middle Eastern oil re- 
sources, this summary provides infor- 
mation on oil production and explora- 
tion in the individual countries of the 
Middle East as recently as 1955, and 
traces the influence of this oil in the 
European ; economy. 

Accompanying tables and compara- 
tive statistics covering the period since 
oil was first discovered in the area 
also are included. 


FBI Register of British Manufacturers, 
1957. Published for the Federation of 
British Industries by Iliffe & Sons, 
Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford St., 
London, S.E.1. 1142 pp. 42 shillings. 
This 29th edition lists the products 

and services of over 7,000 member 

firms under more than 5,400 alphabet- 
ical headings. 

In addition to the classified buyers’ 
guide, 7 other sections of the refer- 
ence work give addresses of companies 
and firms, proprietary names and 
trademarks, information on trade asso- 
ciations and French, German, and 
Spanish glossaries. 

Pulp, Paper and Board Industry Report. 
Washington, D. C. U. 8S. Department 
of Commerce, December 1956. 23 pp. 
Highlights of a study made by the 





Africa, 1954-55. WTIS, Part 3, No. 56- 
51, 4 pp. 20 cents. 


Utilities Abroad ¥ 


Civil Aviation in Australia. WTIS, 
Part 4, No. 56-14. 15 pp. 20 cents. 


United Nations Pulp and Paper Ad- 
visory Group to Latin America on mar- 
ket potentials in the area for pulp, 
paper, and paperboard are featured in 
this latest issue of a quarterly report 
prepared by the Business and Defense 
Services Administration. 

Statistics on imports of wood pulp by 
grade and country of origin are given 
for the first 9 months of 1956 and com- 
parable 1955. Also included are data on 
foreign trade in newsprint, pulpwood, 
woodpulp, paper board, and paper prod- 
ucts for the same period. 

The report is available from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices, at 20 cents a copy. 


Market Research Methods in Europe. 
Paris. Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation, 1956, 189 pp. 
$1.50. 

This study reports on the use of mar- 
ket research in Western Europe and 
examines its possibilities in the present- 
day drive for increased productivity. 

The work is in 3 parts. Part 1 
explores market research as now con- 
ducted in Europe. Part 2 offers a ration- 
alization of market research by improv- 
ing its methods and organization; and 
part 3 discusses measures to increase 
its application. 


The report may be purchased from 
the Publications Office, OEEC Mission, 
2000 P Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 





Investment Brochure 
Issued in Panama 


A new publication entitled “Facts for 
Investors in Panama,” released by the 
Industrial Development Center of the 
Institute for Economic Development, 
Republic of Panama, discusses the Pan- 
amanian economy including balance of 
trade, marketing areas, and production, 
the investment climate, and the Govern- 
ment’s targets for economic develop- 
ment. 


An appendix to the brochure includes 
laws of establishing a business, invest- 
ment incentives, the labor code, bank- 
ing and credit facilities, income tax 
data, and maps of the highway system 
of Panama and the Pacific and Atlantic 
Coasts terminal cities. 


Firms interested in investment in 
Panama are invited to address their 
inquiries to the director of the Indus- 
trial Development Center, Panama City. 
A copy of Facts for Investors in Pan- 
ama is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. The publication also is 
available from the Director of the In- 
dustrial Development Center for US$0.50 
a copy. 
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lraq Lets Contracts 


For Power Stations 


The Development Board, Ministry of 
Development, Raghdad, Iraq, has 
awarded to a German company con- 
tracts for civil engineering work at the 
Dibis and Baghdad central power 
stations. 

Another contract for the supply of 
power transformers and accessories for 
substations in Baghdad and northern 
Iraq was let to a Belgian firm. 

The contract for the Dibis project 
was valued at 1,032,273 dinars and the 
contract for the Baghdad station at 
874,744 dinars (1 dinar=US$2.80) 
(projects announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, July 16, 1956, p. 13, and 
Aug. 6, 1956, p. 11). 

Interested firms may communicate 
with the German company at Hochtief 
Aktiengesellschaft, Essen, Germany, or 
with its Baghdad representative Sam 
Hanna, Sindbad Hotel, Baghdad. 


Firms interested in transformers for 
the substations (announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, April 2, 1956, p. 9) 
may address the Belgian company 
Ateliers de Constructions Electriques de 
Charleroi, at Charleroi, Belgium, or at 
its Baghdad address on Rashid Street. 





Copenhagen-Berlin Train 
Service, Rates Changed 


Danish State Railways and East 
German railway authorities in Novem- 
ber agreed to expand passenger service 
between Copenhagen and Berlin via 
Gedser-Warnemunde to one daily con- 
nection from December 16 to June 2 
of next year. 


The trip is scheduled to take approxi- 
mately 12 hours. 

First-class tickets will be reduced 
from 269 to 191 crowns and second- 
class tickets from 186 to 132 crowns. 

East German officials in October 
eased the requirement of a visa for 
rail passengers to East Germany, and 
as a result a considerably greater 
volume of traffic over the route is 
expected, 

tates for automobile transportation 
on the Gedser-Warnemunde ferry will 
be tentatively reduced by 25 to 40 per- 
cent, effective January 1. The auto- 
mobile ferry service may later be 
extended to offer prior space reserva- 
tions.—U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen. 





The 65,749 Americans who visited 
Denmark in the first 8 months of the 
year spent an average of 3.3 days, the 
Danish Tourist Office reports. Number 
of American visitors increased 33.4 per- 
cent over those of the similar period of 
last year, whereas the number of 
“guest nights” increased 29.5 percent, 


December 24, 1956 


Japan Plans Atomic-Powered Marine 


A 10-year program which would provide the Japanese merchant 


marine with two atomic-powered ships by 1966 has been drawn up by * 


the Japanese Ministry of Transportation. 
The plan was initiated in December 1955 with formation of the 
Genshi Ryoku Chosa Kai (Atomic-Powered Ship Committee) to pro- 


mote research for the construction of 
the ships, and in August of this year 
first details of the 10-year program were 
announced by the Ministry of Trans- 
portation in its request for government 
funds for the development of atomic- 
powered ships, research on and con- 
struction of a nuclear-powered plant for 
maritime use, and research into the use 
of radio-active isotopes in navigational 
instruments. 

A budget of 229.6 million yen is pro- 
posed for fiscal year 1957, of which 
115,153,000 yen would be spent for basic 
research to determine what nuclear 
power plant is most suitable for conver- 
sion into an atomic-powered vessel, and 
114,447,000 yen for research on radio- 
active isotopes for use in navigational 
instruments, 

The plan is to construct two experi- 
mental vessels of 20,000 to 30,000 horse- 
power, one of which would have an 
imported reactor and the other a 
domestically produced reactor. Sea 
trials would be made with these vessels, 
with the hope that by 1966 it might be 
determined which type of ship and 
atomic power would be most suitable 
for the Japanese merchant marine. It 
is then intended to proceed with con- 
struction before 1970 of two more mer- 
chant vessels of the type determined 
to be efficient and suitable under the 
10 years of research and experiment. 

In developing the new program the 








U. S. Ships’ Gear Must 
Meet Indian Needs 


The Indian Ministry of Labor 

1s stated that U. S. vessels clas- 
sified under the American Bureau 
of Shipping will not be exempted 
on visits to India from the re- 
quirement that their loose gear be 
tested, according to the Bureau's 
Bombay representative. 


Such vessels as do not have 
certificates of safety for their car- 
go-handling gear acceptable to the 
Indian authorities must have their 
gear tested piecemeal to comply 
with the Indian law as it is now 
interpreted. : 

Testing of gear in this manner 
before it may be used for handling 
cargo at Indian ports takes from 
6 to 8 days and_involves an addi- 
tional cost to ship operators of 
$2,000 to $3,000 a day. 











Ministry of Transportation has led the 
way for the shipping industry and has 
received support from such representa- 
tives of the shipping business as the 
Maritime Association, the Transporta- 
tion Research Organization, and the 
Shipbuilding Engineer’s Association. 
Although some shipping circles have 
remained passive in their interest, 
Mitsubishi Shipbuilding and Engineer- 
ing Co. and Mitsui Shipbuilding Co. 


have gone ahead with independent re- - 


search on nuclear reactors. 


The program has been generally 
stimulated by a report from America 
that “nuclear-powered merchant ships 
would be operating within the next 5 
years.”——U. S. Embassy, Tokyo, 





New York-Amazon Valley 
Shipping Service Open 


International Shipping and Trading 
Co, of Panama City has inaugurated a 
bimonthly cargo service between New 
York and the inland ports of Belem 
and Manaus. Brazil, and Iquites, Peru. 

The ships are operated by Dovar 
Lines, S.A., with temporary headquar- 
ters in Manaus, P. O. Box 72. In New 


‘York and Belem the line’s agents/ are 


Ward Garcia Corp., pier 34, North 
River, New York, N. Y., and SANTECO 
Representacees e Conta Propria Ltda., 
Rua Senador Maneel Barata 413, Belem, 
Para, Brazil. 

In operating this service Dovar Lines 
has under its control four chartered 
motor vessels all flying the Dutch flag 
—the Hasewint of 800 tons; Ivanilde, 
900 tons; Serena and Amazonas, of 
1,200 tons each—U..S. Consulate, 
Belem. 





A total of 576,588 Americans visited 
Italy in the first 9 months of the year, 
official Italian figures disclose, an in- 
crease of 9 percent over the similar 
period of last year. August was the 
favorite month, when 122,235 visiters 
arrived, compared with 112,047 in 1955, 
followed by July, when 111,020 arrived, 
compared with 105,394 in the preceding 
year. Evidence of an extended tourist 
season was indicated by a 22-percent 
rise in American visits in March, the 
highest percentage increase of the year. 
May also showed marked improvement, 
with visits. up 18 percent. 
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Canadian Economy «.. . 
(Continued from page 3) 


with September, was in nonferrous 
metals—which receded 1 percent to 
193.3, owing to lower prices for anti- 
mony and domestic electrolytic copper, 
which outweighed a price increase in 
aluminim sheet. The International 
Nickel Company of Canada, on De- 
cember 5, announced a 9'-cent-a- 
pound increase in the price of refined 
nickel, which brought the export price 
of electrolytic refined nickel from the 
Port Colborne, Ontario, refinery to 
US$0.74 a pound. 

Employment remained high and la- 
bor was in short supply in a number 
of areas. In October, Canada’s labor 
force was more fully occupied than in 
any corresponding month since 1951. 
Unemployment in September and Oc- 
tober was only 1.7 percent of the labor 
force. 

Industrial Production Up 

The industrial-production volume in- 
dex (1935-39=100) seasonally adjusted, 
rose from 287.4 in August to 289 in 
September, a little below July’s rec- 
ord high of 291.2 but well above the 
September 1955 figure of 271.8. For 
the first 9 months of 1956, the index av- 
eraged 281.5 percent, 7.4 percent above 
the corresponding 1955 figure. 

Gains were made in the printing and 
publishing industry and in the rubber 
industry. Production of nonferrous 
meétals increased 13.5 percent, and the 
output of iron and steel products rose 
nearly 9 percent. Nonmetallic mineral 
and wood products advanced also. Out- 
put in the electrical apparatus and 
transportation equipment groups re- 
corded moderate declines, as compared 
with September 1955. 

Auto Output Increased 

Motor-vehicle production, after a 
marked seasonal drop in August and 
September below last year’s compara- 
ble figures, rose sharply in October to 
a level 29 percent above the total for 
October 1955, and, in November, to 52 
percent over November 1955, all plants 
busy with the 1957 models. However, 
declines in the preceding 6 months re- 
duced the increase in the 11-month 
period to 1 percent, 431,440 units being 
produced. 

Production of steel ingots increased 
almost 5 percent in November, to 426,- 
787 tons from 406,772 a year earlier, 
and nearly 18 percent in the January- 
November period, to 4,739,187 tons 
from 4,027,039. Pig iron output rose 
over 5 percent in November and over 
11 percent in the 11-month period of 
1956. 

The value of construction contracts 
awarded in the first 11 months of the 
year was half a billion dollars ahead 
of the same period in 1955 and ex- 
ceeded by C$75 million the total for 
the full calendar year 1955. A heavy 
upsurge occurred in engineering con- 
struction as well as increases in busi- 


ness and industrial categories. These 
more than offset declines in residential 
construction. On a regional basis, all 
areas except the Maritime Provinces 
showed increases. 

Farm Production, Prices Rise 

Production and consumption of agri- 
cultural products have been greater 
this year than last, and the prices of 
agricultural commodities have risen. 
Wheat exports in the first 4 months 
of the current marketing year (August- 
November) have been about one-third 
higher than for the same period in 
1955. This has made possible a con- 
tinued favorable grain movement from 
the farm forward and has augmented 
the cash income this year of farmers 
in the Prairie Provinces. However, 
Canadian officials are concerned that 
total wheat exports for the 1956-57 
marketing year may not equal the 309 
million bushels exported in the 1955-56 
season, 

The 1956 commercial fruit crop was 
substantially smaller than in 1955, pri- 
marily because the apple crop was 37 
percent below last year’s. The 1956 
crop of peaches was down 45 percent 
and crops of apricots, sweet and sour 
cherries, raspberries, and loganberries 
were all more than a third smaller 
than production in 1955.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Ottawa. 


World Trade... 


(Continued from page 15) 


ers and Dealers—Greece. 
1956. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Guatemala. December 
1956. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 





December 


ers and Dealers—Pakistan, December 
1956. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Uruguay. December 1956. 

Radio Equipment and Component Im. 
porters and Dealers—Ceylon: November 
1956. 

Radio Equipment and Component Im- 
porters and Dealers—Israel. November 
1956. 

Rubber Goods Manufacturers—Japan. 
December’ 1956. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Venezuela. 
November 1956. , 

Silver Article Manufacturers—Mexico. 
December 1956. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Mozambique. November 1956. 





Philippine Output .. . 
(Continued from page 6) 

cent above the 1955-56 crop, according 
to a forecast released in the quarter. 

Manufacturing activity, measured by 
consumption of industrial power in the 
Manila area, was 10 percent above the 
preceding quarter and 40 percent above 
the third quarter of 1955. 

Exports Rise Sharply 


Export values were approximately 13 
percent above the comparable quarter 
of 1955 and reached a new high for 
the third quarter. All major exports 
showed impressive gains. Copra ex- 
ports were up 23 percent, logs 16 per- 
cent, and abaca almost 10 percent. Iron 
ore and copper showed the most sizable 
increases among the mineral exports— 
mostly in volume, since average export 
prices were up only about 2 percent 
from 1955.—U. S. Embassy, Manila. 











investment in 
Colombia ............ $0.55 
gs ROE agen 1.00 
Indonesia ............. 1.25 
i ee 1.00 
SI  sceckccaccoconcts 1.25 
Pakistan ............. » 1,00 
Paraguay ............. -65 
Philippines ......... 1.00 

Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland ....... 1.75 
South Africa ....... 75 
WOU oc erccccee 1.25 
Venezuela ........... 1.00 


The Bureau of Foreign Commerce presents . . . 


a series of handbooks 
on investment fields, 
economic conditions, 
agriculture, industry, 
taxation, finance, 
business methods, 
and trade 


in foreign countries 








Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





U. S. Firms Invited to ‘56 Luxembourg Fair Sales Higher 


German Green Show 


American firms are invited to par- 
ticipate in West Germany’s annual ag- 
ricultural exhibition, The Green 
Week, “Die Gruene Woche,” to be held 
in West Berlin, February 1-10, 1957, 
under the sponsorship of a Berlin 
municipal organization, Berliner Aus- 
stellungen. 

Horticulture, the main attraction of 
the 1957 Green Week, will feature Ger- 
man and foreign fruit growing, vegeta- 
ble cultivation, and flowers and dec- 
orative plants. Exhibits of tractor and 
agricultural machinery, and technical 
requisites, will demonstrate farming 
techniques. 


Special exhibits, such as agricultural 
advisory offices, fertilizer industries, 
animal raising, miniature gardening, 
and books and periodicals, will be pre- 
sented by leading German associations 
of agriculture and horticulture. Prod- 
ucts of well-known German manufac- 
turing companies will be presented in a 
tractor parade. 

As in past years, the International 
Riding and Jumping Tournament, in 
which equestrians throughout the world 
will participate, will be a feature of 
the exhibition. 


This show, increasing in popularity 
over the years, attracted half a million 
visitors in 1956. 

U. S. firms and organizations inter- 
ested in additional information may di- 
rect their inquiries to the management, 
Berliner Ausstellungen, Berlin-Charlot- 
tenburg 9, Masurenallee 5-15, Berlin, 
Germany. 





Automotive Service Industry 
Plans Show at San Francisco 


The 10th Annual National Automobile 
Dealers Equipment Exhibition, together 
with the 40th Annual National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Association Convention, 
is scheduled at the Civic Auditorium, 
San Francisco, Calif.. January 26-30, 
1957, under sponsorship of the National 
Automobile Dealers Association. 

The 1957 show provides an opportu- 
nity for new car dealers and other key 
personnel in the automotive service in- 
dustry to view the latest developments 
in shop and office equipment, resale 
items, accessories, parts, and supplies. 

A unique feature of the 1957 NADA 
Convention will be a “Service Consulta- 
tion Hall” where top factory service 
personnel will be available for confer- 
ence with dealers and service managers 
in attendance. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Mr. L. J. Smith, Exhibition Man- 
ager, National Automobile Dealers 
Equipment Exhibition, 2000 K Street 
NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


December 24, 


1956 


The 1956 Luxembourg International Trade Fair, May 26-June 10, 
was described by fair authorities as the most successful of the eight 
which have been held, despite a slight drop in paid attendance compared 


with 1955. 


Organizers of the fair estimated the total volume of business trans- 


acted was between 800 million and 825 
million francs,“an approximate 10-per- 
cent increase over 1955. 

As in previous years, the Luxembourg 
fair was open to the public daily from 
10:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., and an admis- 
sion fee of 15 francs was charged (50 
Luxembourg francs=US$1). Attendance 
totaled 231,000, a decrease of about 7,000 
from the past year. 

About 1,406 firms from 27 different 
countries were represented at the 1956 
fair, compared with a 1955 representa- 
tion of 1,356 concerns from 26 coun- 
tries. West Germany led in exhibiting 
with 468 firms represented, followed by 
Belgium, Luxembourg, and France as 
the major country participants. 


Although U. S. firms did not partici- 
pate directly, the products of 16 Ameri- 
can companies were exhibited by their 
Belgian or Luxembourg representatives. 
Official stands were maintained by the 
High Authority of the European Coal 
and Steel Community and by the Gov- 
ernments of Austria, Belgium, France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, the 
Soviet Zone of Germany, Italy, and 
Switzerland. 


Applications for space at the 1957 
Luxembourg International Trade Fair, 
to be held May 25-June 9, are being 
accepted by the fair management, 
APOREX, 12 avenue Marie-Therese, 
Luxembourg. 

Space in the new exhibition hall rents 
for 375 Luxembourg francs a square 
meter. In the old building, the fee is 
375 franes a square meter on the ground 
floor, 300 francs on the first balcony, 
and 250 francs on the second balcony. 
The rate for outdoor space is estab- 
lished at 125 francs a square meter. 








Frankfurt Holds Jewelry 
Exhibit With Convention 


The Seventh International Watch 
and Jewelry Fair, sponsored by Fath- 
messe Uhren und and Schmuck GmbH, 
Watch and Jewelry Fair Co., was held 
August 19-22, at the Frankfurt, Ger- 
many, Municipal Fairgrounds concur- 
rently with the West German Watch- 
makers Convention. 


The exhibition facilities constituted 
4 halls and 1 pavilion, compxising ap- 
proximately 9,000 square meters of dis- 
play space. A total of 250 exhibitors 
participated in the fair, including some 
50 Swiss and 2 Italian firms. Swiss par- 
ticipation consisted of 12 individual ex- 
hibitors and approximately 35 firms, ex- 
hibiting in a collective show. 


Of the exhibitors, 92 were watch 
manufacturers, 41 were wholesalers, 36 
jewelry manufacturers, 11 watch band 
manufacturers, 17 silverware and cut- 
lery manufacturers, 10 machine and 
tool manufacturers, 4 chemical pro- 
ducers, 17 fabricators of.watch cases 
and shop window decorations and 
equipment, and 6 publishing firms. 

Although no figures on the business 
transacted during the fair were made 
available, the fair management reported 
that exhibitors in general were well 
-satisfied with the number of orders re- 
ceived. 

An estimated 15,000 visitors attended 
the fair, among whom were buyers from 
the Scandinavian and Benelux coun- 
tries and from Latin America. 


The next International Watch and 
Jewelry Fair, now held biannually, is 
scheduled for the fall of 1958. 


The official catalog is available on 
loan, from the Trade Fair Information 
Section, Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





London wool prices declined slightly 
during the London auction for the open- 
ing week, October 26, 1956, and over- 
sea markets indicated a similar trend, 
according to Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 

The easing of market prices in both 
London and overseas was in anticipation 
of larger offerings at Australian auc- 
tions. 
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U. S$. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





First-Quarter Export Quotas Scheduled 
For Nickel and Nickel-Bearing Alloy Scrap 


First-quarter 1957 export licensing of nickel and nickel-bearing 
alloy scrap will continue under the same policy and procedures as those 
established in the preceding quarter, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


has announced. . 


Under this policy, a total export quota of 500,000 pounds, gross 


weight, has been set for nickel-copper 
alloy scrap, including monel, sent 
abroad for conversion into nickel metal 
and return to the United States. Ex- 
port license applicants are required to 
certify that not less than 90 percent 
of the nickel content of the scrap to be 
gxported will be returned to the United 
States in the form of nickel metal. As 
evidence that the material has been 
returned, exporters must furnish BFC 
with a copy of the bill of lading within 
30 days following receipt of each ship- 
ment in the United States. 

Grindings, crushed radio tubes, skim- 
mings, and drosses containing more than 
1 percent chromium, and slags, which 
are unusable or unsalable in the United 
States, continue under open-end licens- 
ing. Exporters of this material, how- 
ever, are required to submit evidence 
that it is unsalable in the domestic 
market. 

As in previous quarters, all other 
nickel-bearing scrap materials, and 
nickel and nickel alloy metal in crude 
forms generally will not be considered 
for export. 

A quota of 25,000 pounds has been 
set for exports of cast and rolled nickel 
anodes, nickel and nickel alloy shot, 
and pure nickel powder. 

All other nickel products remain 
under open-end licensing. This means 
that no quantitative export limitation 
is set, but exports are controlled to 
protect the national security. 

BFC also has announced that appli- 
cations to export the nickel-copper alloy 
scrap under quantitative quota must be 
submitted during the period January 
2-March 15, to be considered for 
licensing in the first quarter. 

These announcements are published 
in detail in BFC’s Current Export Bul- 
letin No. 777, dated December 20. 





Rules Clarified on 
Tussah Silk Goods 


U. S. import restrictions on tussah- 
silk piece goods have been clarified by 
the Treasury Department’s Foreign As- 
sets Control in response to inquiries 
from U. S. businessmen, 


Under Foreign Assets Control regu- 
lations, unlicensed imports of tussah- 
silk piece goods-into the United States 
are prohibited to prevent the U. S. mar- 
ket from affording foreign exchange to 
communist China. Goods of this type 
formerly entered the United States 
principally from mainland China. 

Several countries have entered into 
arrangements in the past year with 
the Treasury Department under which 
they have agreed to supervise the 
manufacture of tussah-silk piece goods 
within their borders and to issue certifi- 


cates of origin conforming to FAC re- 
quirements attesting to the non-Chinese 
origin of the goods. 

Tussah-silk piece goods imported un- 
der such certificates are admitted by 
U. S. Collectors of Customs without the 
requirement of an additional FAC li- 
cense. These certificate-of-origin pro- 
cedures on tussah-silk piece goods have 
becomes operative in France, Italy, and 
Japan. 

Certificates of origin are not avail- 
able for merchandise manufactured 
without government surveillance, in- 
cluding that manufactured prior to 
adoption of certification arrangements 
for tussah-silk piece goods in the named 
countries, 





Hearings Set on Imports of 
Certain Jute Fabrics 


A public hearing on the import com- 
petition of a special type of jute fabric, 
referred to as jute backing for tufted 
rugs and carpets, has been set for 
March 19, 1957, by the Tariff Commis- 
sion in its building. The hearing is 
under the “escape clause” investiga- 
tion on this product announced by the 
Commission on November 9. 

Interested parties desiring to be heard 
should notify the Secretary of the 
Tariff Commission, in writing, at least 
3 days in advance of the hearing. 
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Superintendent of Documents. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for Foreign Commerce Weekly at 
$4.50 a year. ($1.50 additional for foreign mailing.) ’ 
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Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or 
to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C, Enclose check or money order payable to the 
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